The American Red Cross and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Preparedness Today: What You Need To Do

What About My Pets?

Contact hotels and motels outside your immediate area to check policies on accepting pets.
Ask about any restrictions on number, size, and species. Ask if "no pet" policies would be
waived in an emergency. Make a list of pet-friendly places and keep it handy. Call ahead for a
reservation as soon as you think you might have to leave your home.

Check with friends, relatives, or others outside your immediate area. Ask if they would be able
to shelter you and your animals, or just your animals if necessary. If you have more than one
pet, you may have to be prepared to house them separately.

Make a list of boarding facilities and veterinary offices that might be able to shelter animals in
emergencies and include 24-hour numbers.

Ask your local animal shelter if it provides foster care or shelter for pets in an emergency. This
should be your last resort, as shelters have limited resources and are likely to be stretched to
their limits during an emergency.

For more information, see this Red Cross webpage or contact The Humane Society of the
United States.
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