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The Tragedy of Guernica

Guernica is a huge mural painted by Pablo Picasso shortly after German planes, acting on
orders from Spain’s authoritarian leader Francisco Franco, bombarded the Basque town of
Guernica on April 26, 1937, during the Spanish Civil War. Following the bombing, accounts
appeared in newspapers all over the world. It is thought that Picasso read an account and was
inspired to paint Guernica, which he completed in less than two months. Picasso used only
black, white and gray in the painting. The painting contains very complex symbolism. It has
made an important impact in its portrayal of the horrors of war. The mural was hung in the
Spanish Pavilion of the Paris International Exposition of 1937.

This is a report written by George L. Steer and published by the Times of London on April 28, 1937
It was also cabled to the New York Times. People the world over reacted in horror to this and

other accounts of the events.

TOWN DESTROYED IN AIR ATTACK
EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
Bilbao, April 27 [1937]

Guernica, the most ancient town of the
Basques and the centre of their cultural
tradition, was completely destroyed yesterday
afternoon by insurgent air raiders. The
bombardment of this open town far behind
the lines occupied precisely three hours and a
quarter, during which a powerful fleet of
aeroplanes consisting of three German types,
Junkers and Heinkel bombers, did not cease
unloading on the town bombs weighing from
1,000 1bs. downwards and, it is calculated,
more than 3,000 two-pounder aluminium
incendiary projectiles. The fighters,
meanwhile, plunged low from above the
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centre of the town to machine-gun those of
the civilian population who had taken refuge
in the fields.

The whole town of Guernica was soon in
flames except the historic Casa de Juntas with
its rich archives of the Basque race, where the
ancient Basque Parliament used to sit. The
famous oak of Guernica, the dried old stump
of 600 years and the young new shoots of this
century, was also untouched. Here the kings
of Spain used to take the oath to respect the
democratic rights (fueros) of Vizcaya and in
return received a promise of allegiance as
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suzerains with the democratic title of Sefor,
not Rey [de] Vizcaya. The noble parish church
of Santa Maria was also undamaged except for
the beautiful chapter house, which was struck
by an incendiary bomb.

At 2 a.m. today when I visited the town the
whole of it was a horrible sight, flaming from
end to end. The reflection of the flames could
be seen in the clouds of smoke above the
mountains from 10 miles away. Throughout
the night houses were falling until the streets
became long heaps of red impenetrable debris.
Many of the civilian survivors took the long
trek from Guernica to Bilbao in antique solid-
wheeled Basque farmcarts drawn by oxen.
Carts piled high with such household
possessions as could be saved from the
conflagration clogged the roads all night. Other
survivors were evacuated in Government
lorries, but many were forced to remain round
the burning town lying on mattresses or
looking for lost relatives and children, while
units of the fire brigades and the Basque
motorized police under the personal direction
of the Minister of the Interior, Seiior Monzon,
and his wife continued rescue work till dawn.

Church Bell Alarm

In the form of its execution and the scale of
the destruction it wrought, no less than in the
selection of its objective, the raid on Guernica
is unparalleled in military history. Guernica
was not a military objective. A factory
producing war materiel lay outside the town
and was untouched. So were two barracks
some distance from the town. The town lay far
behind the lines. The object of the
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bombardment was seemingly the
demoralization of the civil population and the
destruction of the cradle of the Basque race.
Every fact bears out this appreciation,
beginning with the day when the deed was
done.

Monday was the customary market day in
Guernica for the country round. At 4:30 p.m.,
when the market was full and peasants were
still coming in, the church bell rang the alarm
for approaching aeroplanes, and the
population sought refuge in cellars and in the
dugouts prepared following the bombing of the
civilian population of Durango on March 31,
which opened General Mola’s offensive in the
north. The people are said to have shown a
good spirit. A Catholic priest took charge and
perfect order was maintained.

Five minutes later a single German bomber
appeared, circled over the town at a low
altitude, and then dropped six heavy bombs,
apparently aiming for the station. The bombs
with a shower of grenades fell on a former
institute and on houses and streets
surrounding it. The aeroplane then went away.
In another five minutes came a second
bomber, which threw the same number of
bombs into the middle of the town. About a
quarter of an hour later three Junkers arrived
to continue the work of demolition, and
thenceforward the bombing grew in intensity
and was continuous, ceasing only with the
approach of dusk at 7:45. The whole town of
7,000 inhabitants, plus 3,000 refugees, was
slowly and systematically pounded to pieces.
Over a radius of miles round a detail of the
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raiders’ technique was to bomb separate
caserios, or farmhouses. In the night these
burned like little candles in the hills. All the
villages around were bombed with the same
intensity as the town itself, and at Mugica, a
little group of houses at the head of the
Guernica inlet, the population was machine-
gunned for 15 minutes.

Rhythm of Death

It is impossible to state yet the number of
victims. In the Bilbao Press this morning they
were reported as “fortunately small,” but it is
feared that this was an understatement in
order not to alarm the large refugee population
of Bilbao. In the hospital of Josefinas, which
was one of the first places bombed, all the 42
wounded militiamen it sheltered were killed
outright. In the street leading downhill from
the Casa de Juntas I saw a place where 50
people, nearly all women and children, are
said to have been trapped in an air raid refuge
under a mass of burning wreckage. Many were
killed in the fields, and altogether the deaths
may run into hundreds. An elderly priest
named Aronategui was killed by a bomb while
rescuing children from a burning house.

The tactics of the bombers, which may be of
interest to students of the new military
science, were as follows: First, small parties of
aeroplanes threw heavy bombs and hand
grenades all over the town, choosing area after
area in orderly fashion. Next came fighting
machines which swooped low to machine-gun
those who ran in panic from the dugouts,
some of which had already been penetrated by
1,000-1b. bombs, which make a hole 25 ft. deep.
Many of these people were Killed as they ran.
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A large herd of sheep being brought in to the
market was also wiped out. The object of this
move was apparently to drive the population
underground again, for next as many as 12
bombers appeared at a time dropping heavy
and incendiary bombs upon the ruins. The
rhythm of this bombing of an open town was,
therefore, a logical one: first, hand grenades
and heavy bombs to stampede the population,
then machine-gunning to drive them below,
next heavy and incendiary bombs to wreck the
houses and burn them on top of the victims.

The only counter-measures the Basques could
employ, for they do not possess sufficient
aeroplanes to face the insurgent fleet, were
those provided by the heroism of the Basque
clergy. These blessed and prayed for the
kneeling crowds, Socialists, Anarchists, and
Communists, as well as the declared faithful in
the crumbling dug-outs.

When I entered Guernica after midnight
houses were crashing on either side, and it
was utterly impossible even for firemen to
enter the center of the town. The hospitals of
Josefinas and Convento de Santa Clara were
glowing heaps of embers, all the churches
except that of Santa Maria were destroyed,
and the few houses which still stood were
doomed. When I revisited Guernica this
afternoon most of the town was still burning
and new fires had broken out. About 30 dead
were laid out in a ruined hospital.

A Call to Basques
The effect here of the bombardment of
Guernica, the Basques’ holy city, has been

THE TRAGEDY OF GUERNICA
Masters of Disaster® Facing Fear, Level 3
Copyright 2007 The American National Red Cross



Page 4 of 4

profound and has led President Aguirre to
issue the following statement in this morning’s
Basque Press: “The German airmen in the
service of the Spanish rebels have bombarded
Guernica, burning the historic town which is
held in such veneration by all Basques. They
have sought to wound us in the most sensitive
of our patriotic sentiments, once more making
it entirely clear what Euzkadis may expect of
those who do not hesitate to destroy us down
to the very sanctuary which records the
centuries of our liberty and our democracy.

“Before the outrage all we Basques must react
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with violence, swearing from the bottom of
our hearts to defend the principles of our
people with unheard-of stubbornness and
heroism if the case requires it. We cannot hide
the gravity of the moment; but victory can
never be won by the invader if, raising our
spirits to heights of strength and
determination, we steel ourselves to his defeat.

“The enemy has advanced in many parts
elsewhere to be driven out of them afterwards.
I do not hesitate to affirm that here the same
thing will happen. May today’s outrage be one
spur more to do it with all speed.”

+

Visit the American Red Cross Web site
at www.redcross.org/disaster/masters

THE TRAGEDY OF GUERNICA
Masters of Disaster® Facing Fear, Level 3
Copyright 2007 The American National Red Cross



Rules for Humanitarian
Protection, 1

Page 1 of 1

Name

Civilian Persons

Respect them.
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Enemy Combatants Who Surrender

Disarm them.
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Wounded Enemy Combatants

Care for them.
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Civilian Objects and Protected Symbols

N\

Leave these buildings, establishments and monuments untouched and
do not enter them.
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A Summary of the Geneva
Conventions and Additional
Protocols

Protecting the Victims of War

International humanitarian law (IHL) is the branch of
international law that encompasses both humanitarian
principles and international treaties that seek to save
lives and alleviate suffering of both combatants and
noncombatants during armed conflicts.

IHLs principal legal documents are the Geneva
Conventions of 1949—four international treaties
signed by almost every nation in the world. These
Conventions provide specific rules to safeguard
combatants (members of the armed forces) who are
wounded, sick, or shipwrecked; prisoners of war; and
civilians; as well as medical personnel, military
chaplains, and civilian support workers of the military.
The 1977 Additional Protocols, which supplement the
Geneva Conventions, further expand these
humanitarian rules.

International humanitarian law is founded on the
principles of humanity, impartiality, and neutrality. Its
roots extend to such historic concepts of justice as
Babylon’s Hammurabic Code, the Code of Justinian
from the Byzantine Empire, and the Lieber Code used
during the United States Civil War.

The development of modern international
humanitarian law can be credited to the efforts of a
19th-Century Swiss businessman, Henry Dunant. In
1859, he witnessed the aftermath of a bloody battle
among French and Austrian armies in Solferino, Italy.
The departing armies left a battlefield littered with
wounded and dying men. Despite Dunant’s valiant
efforts to mobilize aid for the soldiers, thousands died.

In A Memory of Solferino, his book about the
experience, Dunant proposed that volunteer relief
groups be granted protection during war in order to
care for the wounded. A group known as the
Committee of Five (later to become the International
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Committee of the Red Cross) formed in Geneva in
1863 to act on Dunant’s suggestions. Several months
later, diplomats from 16 nations, assisted by
representatives of military medical services and
humanitarian societies, negotiated a convention
(treaty) containing 10 articles specifying that—

e Ambulances, military hospitals, and the personnel
serving with them are to be recognized as neutral
and protected during conflict.

e  (itizens who assist the wounded are to
be protected.

e  Wounded or sick combatants are to be collected
and cared for by either side in a conflict.

e The symbol of a red cross on a white background
(the reverse of the Swiss flag in honor of the
origin of this initiative) will serve as a protective
emblem to identify medical personnel, equipment,
and facilities.

Known as the Geneva Convention, this agreement
became the foundation of modern international
humanitarian law, which now encompasses four
conventions and two additional protocols.
Collectively, they represent the world community’s
modern efforts to protect people in times of armed
conflict.

The Geneva Conventions of 1949 and Their
Additional Protocols of 1977

In 1949, an international conference of diplomats built
on the earlier treaties for the protection of war
victims, revising and updating them into four new
conventions comprising 429 articles of law. These
treaties, known as the Geneva Conventions of August
12, 1949, have been signed by almost every nation in
the world. The Additional Protocols of 1977
supplement the Geneva Conventions.

A SUMMARY OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS AND ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS
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The Geneva Conventions apply in all cases of declared
war, or in any other armed conflict between nations.
They also apply in cases where a nation is partially or
totally occupied by soldiers of another nation, even
when there is no armed resistance to that occupation.

Nations that ratify the Geneva Conventions must abide
by certain humanitarian principles and impose legal
sanctions against those who violate them. Ratifying
nations must “enact any legislation necessary to
provide effective penal sanctions for persons
committing or ordering to be committed any of the
grave breaches (violations)” of the Conventions.

Following is a basic overview of the Conventions

and Protocols and a quick reference to the legal text
of the treaties. For a comprehensive listing of all legal
provisions, refer to the actual treaty documents The
Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949 and
Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions

of 12 August 1949.

The First Geneva Convention
(The Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the
Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces
in the Field of August 12, 1949)

The First Geneva Convention protects soldiers who
are hors de combat (out of the battle). The 10 articles
of the original 1864 version of the Convention have
been expanded in the First Geneva Convention of 1949
to 64 articles that protect—

e Wounded and sick soldiers.
e Medical personnel, facilities, and equipment.

e  Wounded and sick civilian support personnel
accompanying the armed forces.

e Military chaplains.

e  (Civilians who spontaneously take up arms to repel
an invasion.

American
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Specific Provisions:

This Convention specifies that the wounded and
sick shall—

Art. 12 ¢ Be respected and protected without
discrimination on the basis of sex,
race, nationality, religion, political

beliefs, or other criteria.

Art. 12 e Not be murdered, exterminated,
or subjected to torture or biological

experiments.

Art. 15 ¢ Receive adequate care.

Art. 15 ® Be protected against pillage and

ill- treatment.

Arts. 15-16 All parties in a conflict must search
for and collect the wounded and sick,
especially after battle, and provide

the information to the Central Tracing
Agency of the International Committee

of the Red Cross (ICRC).

Art. 9 This Convention, like the others,
recognizes the right of the ICRC to
assist the wounded and sick. Red Cross
and Red Crescent national societies,
other authorized impartial relief
organizations, and neutral governments
may also provide humanitarian service.
Local civilians may be asked to care

for the wounded and sick.

The Second Geneva Convention

(The Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the
Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked
Members of Armed Forces at Sea of August 12, 1949)

The Second Geneva Convention adapts the
protections of the First Geneva Convention to reflect
conditions at sea. It protects wounded and sick
combatants while on board ship or at sea. Its 63
articles apply to—
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e Armed forces members who are wounded, sick,
or shipwrecked.

e Hospital ships and medical personnel.
e  (Civilians who accompany the armed forces.
Specific Provisions:

This Convention mandates that parties
in battle take all possible measures to
search for, collect, and care for the
wounded, sick, and shipwrecked.
“Shipwrecked” refers to anyone who is
adrift for any reason, including those
forced to land at sea or to parachute
from aircraft.

Arts. 12, 18

Appeals can be made to neutral
vessels, including merchant ships and
yachts, to help collect and care for the
wounded, sick, and shipwrecked.
Those who agree to help cannot be
captured as long as they remain
neutral.

Art. 21

Religious, medical, and hospital
personnel serving on combat ships
must be respected and protected. If
captured, they are to be sent back to
their side as soon as possible.

Arts. 36-37

Hospital ships cannot be used for any
military purpose. They cannot be

attacked or captured. The names and
descriptions of hospital ships must be
conveyed to all parties in the conflict.

Art. 22

While a warship cannot capture a

hospital ship’s medical staff, it can hold Ayt 17

Art. 14 the wounded, sick, and shipwrecked as
prisoners of war, providing they can be
safely moved and that the warship has

the facilities to care for them.
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The Third Geneva Convention
(The Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War of August 12, 1949)

The Third Geneva Convention sets out specific rules
for the treatment of prisoners of war (POWSs). The
Convention’s 143 articles require that POWSs be treated
humanely, adequately housed, and receive sufficient
food, clothing, and medical care. Its provisions also
establish guidelines on labor, discipline, recreation,
and criminal trial. Prisoners of war may include—

e Members of the armed forces.

e Volunteer militia, including resistance movements.
e (Civilians accompanying the armed forces.
Specific Provisions:

Arts. 70-72, 123 Names of prisoners of war must be
sent immediately to the Central
Tracing Agency of the ICRC. POWs
are to be allowed to correspond
with their families and receive

Arts. 13-14, 16 .
relief packages.

Prisoners of war must not be
subjected to torture or medical
experimentation and must be
protected against acts of violence,
insults, and public curiosity.
Captors must not engage in any
reprisals or discriminate on the
basis of race, nationality, religious
beliefs, political opinions, or other
criteria. Female POWs must be
treated with regard due their sex.

Arts. 25-27, 30

Art. 23

POWs are required to provide to
their captors only their name, rank,
date of birth, and military service
number.
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Arts. 50, 54 POWSs must be housed in clean,
adequate shelter, and receive the
food, clothing, and medical care Common Article 3:
necessary to maintain good health. Non-International Armed Conflicts
They must not be held in combat
?;eeai(‘:;hs;ﬁ :lﬁg E‘Z eues)g()iotsoed to All four Geneva Conventions contain
“shj,el d” areas from military an identical Artiqle 3 extfending gengral
operations. They may be required coverage to non-international conflicts.
to do non-military jobs under Under this article, those who have put down
reasonable working conditions their arms or are out of the conflict due to
when paid at a fair rate. injury or sickness must be treated humanely,
) . without any adverse discrimination based on
Arts. 82, 84 Pnsoners are subject to th? laws of race, color, religion, sex, social status, or
the}r Captors,and can be tried by wealth, or any other such criteria. Article 3
their captors’ courts. The captor . .
shall ensure fairness, impartiality, specifically prohibits—
and a competent advocate for the
prisoner. P e “Violence to life and person, in particular
murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel
Arts. 109, 110 Seriously ill POWs must be repatri- treatment and torture:
ated (returned home). ’
Art. 118 When the conflict ends, all POWs 0 lelding et et ey
shall be released and, if they e Outrages upon personal dignity, in
request, be sent home without particular, humiliating and degrading
delay. treatment;
Art. 125 The ICRC is granted special rights e The passing of sentences and the
21%%&?%;21?£;2§?$§1¥E:S carrying out of executions without
ICRC or other impartial previous judgment pronounced by a
humanitarian relief organizations regularly constituted court, affording all
authorized by parties to the conflict tl}e .].Udic?al i antees Whi?h A EEiES
must be permitted to visit with nized as indispensable by civilized
prisoners privately, examine peoples.”
conditions of confinement to .
ensure the Conventions’ standards The wounded and sick are also to be
are being met, and distribute relief g?;fff;iﬁ?;fﬁi;ﬁi:ﬁ;Igf%(;flay
supplies.
o offer its services.
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The Fourth Geneva Convention
(The Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War of August 12, 1949)

Civilians in areas of armed conflict and occupied
territories are protected by the 159 articles of the
Fourth Geneva Convention.

Specific Provisions:

Arts. 79-135

Arts. 33-34

Art. 27

Arts. 32, 13

Arts. 33, 49

Arts. 24, 25

Art. 14

+
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If security allows, civilians must be
permitted to lead normal lives. They
are not to be deported or interned —
except for imperative reasons of
security. If internment is necessary,
conditions should be at least
comparable to those set forth for
prisoners of war. Pillage, reprisals,
indiscriminate destruction of property,
and the taking of hostages are
prohibited.

The safety, honor, family rights,
religious practices, manners, and
customs of civilians are to be
respected.

Civilians are to be protected from
murder, torture, or brutality, and from
discrimination on the basis of race,
nationality, religion, or political
opinion. They are not to be subjected
to collective punishment or
deportation.

This Convention provides for the care
of children who are orphaned or
separated from their families. The
ICRC’s Central Tracing Agency is also
authorized to transmit family news and
assist with family reunifications, with
the help of Red Cross and Red
Crescent national societies.

Hospital and safety zones may be
established for the wounded, sick, and

Art. 18

Arts. b5, 58

Art. 40

Art. 54

Art. 64

Art. 55

Art. 59

Arts. 8991

Art. 106
Arts. 108, 107

Art. 132

aged, children under 15, expectant
mothers, and mothers of children
under seven. Civilian hospitals and
their staff are to be protected. Medical
supplies and objects used for religious
worship are to be allowed passage.

Civilians cannot be forced to do
military-related work for an occupying
force. They are to be paid fairly for any
assigned work. Public officials will be
permitted to continue their duties.
Laws of the occupied territory will
remain in force unless they present a
security threat.

Occupying powers are to provide food
and medical supplies as necessary to
the population and maintain medical
and public health facilities. When that
is not possible, they are to facilitate
relief shipments by impartial
humanitarian organizations such as the
ICRC. Red Cross or other impartial
humanitarian relief organizations
authorized by the parties to the
conflict are to be allowed to continue
their activities.

Internees are to receive adequate food,
clothing, and medical care, and be
protected from the dangers of war.
Information about internees is to be
sent to the Central Tracing Agency.
Internees have the right to send and
receive mail and receive relief
shipments. Children, pregnant women,
mothers with infants and young
children, the wounded and sick, and
those who have been interned for a
long time are to be released as soon as
possible.
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The 1977 Protocols Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 1949

In 1977, two Protocols supplementary to the Geneva
Conventions were adopted by an international
diplomatic conference to give greater protection to
victims of both international and internal armed
conflicts.

Over 100 nations have ratified one or both Protocols,
and they are under consideration by many others. Any
nation that has ratified the Geneva Conventions but
not the Protocols is still bound by all provisions of the
Conventions.

Protocol I (102 Articles)

(Protocol additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949, and Relating to the Protection of
Victims of International Armed Conflicts)

Protocol I expands protection for the civilian
population as well as military and civilian medical
workers in international armed conflicts.

Specific Provisions:

It outlaws indiscriminate attacks on
civilian populations and destruction of
food, water, and other materials
needed for survival.

Arts. b1, 54

Arts. 56, 53 Dams, dikes, and nuclear generating

stations may not be attacked, nor can
cultural objects and places of worship.

Special protections are provided for
women, children, and civilian medical
personnel, and measures of protection
for journalists are specified.

Arts. 76-77

Arts. 15,79

Recruitment of children under age 15
into the armed forces is forbidden.

Art. 77

American
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A Summary of the Geneva
Conventions and Additional
Protocols

Arts. 43-44 Protocol I seeks to clarify the military
status of members of guerrilla forces
in the following manner. It includes
provisions granting combatant and
prisoner of war status to members of
dissident forces when under the
command of a central authority. Such
combatants cannot conceal their
allegiance; they must be recognizable
as combatants while preparing for or
during an attack.

Use of weapons that “cause
superfluous injury or unnecessary
suffering,” as well as means of warfare
that “cause widespread, long-term, and
severe damage to the natural
environment,” are prohibited.

Art. 35

It is a war crime to use one of the
protective emblems recognized by the
Geneva Conventions to deceive the
opposing forces or to use other forms
of treachery.

Art. 85

Arts. 17, 81 The ICRC, national societies, or other
impartial humanitarian organizations
authorized by parties to the conflict
must be permitted to provide

assistance.
Protocol II (28 Articles)

(Protocol additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949, and Relating to the Protection of
Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts)

Protocol II elaborates on protections for victims
caught up in high-intensity internal conflicts such as
civil wars. It does not apply to such internal
disturbances as riots, demonstrations, and isolated
acts of violence. Protocol II expands and complements
the non-international protections contained in Article
3 common to all four Geneva Conventions of 1949.

A SUMMARY OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS AND ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS
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Specific Provisions:

A Summary of the Geneva
Conventions and Additional
Protocols

Protective Emblems
Under International Humanitarian Law

Art. 4 It stipulates that persons who do not . .
take a direct part or who have ceased Those drafting thg Geneva Convention of .1864 fo‘resaw
to take part in hostilities, are entitled the need for a universal symbol of protection easily
to respect. In all circumstances they recognizable on the battlefield. In honor of the origin
are to be treated humanely. Protocol IT of this initiative, the symbol of a rgd cross on a white
specifically prohibits violence to the packground (the reverse of the SWlss ﬂag? was
life, health, and physical or mental identified as a protect}ve emblem in conflict areas. The
well-being of people. In particular, it red crescent and red lion and sun emblems were later
prohibits acts of murder and cruel recognized by nations at a diplomatic conference in
treatment, terrorism, hostage-taking, 1929 as additional emblems of humanitarian relief.
slavery, outrages on personal dignity, Of these additional emblems, only the red crescent is
collective punishment, and pillage. currently in use. Although not in the Geneva
These protections are considered Qonventions, the red shield of David, used by Israel,
fundamental guarantees for all persons. is also a respected emblem.
Children are to be evacuated to safe These emblems are used to identify and protect medical
areas when possible, and reunited with and ?e.hef Workers, I,mhtaly and cmhan medical

Art. 4 their families. facilities, mobile units, and hospital ships. They are also

used to identify the programs and activities of Red

Persons interned or detained during Cross and Red Crescent national societies, and those of

Art. 5 internal conflicts are assured of the the Magen David Adom (Red Shield of David)
same humane treatment as specified by humanitarian society in Israel.
the Geneva Conventions. . .

Widespread understanding and acceptance of these

It strengthens protection of the humanitarian emblems is crucial to save lives and

Arts. 7,9 wounded, sick, and shipwrecked alleviate suffering.
as well as medical and religious

Arts. 10-11 personnel.
Attacks are forbidden on civilians and A
on “objects indispensable to civilian VOV

Arts. 13-14 survival” such as crops, irrigation AN_/IN
systems or drinking water sources, V

Art. 16 cultural objects, and places of worship.
Impartial humanitarian relief

Art. 18 organizations—such as the ICRC—

American
Red Cross

+

are to be permitted to continue their
humanitarian services.

A SUMMARY OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS AND ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS
Masters of Disaster® Facing Fear, Level 3
Copyright 2007 The American National Red Cross

Visit the American Red Cross Web site
at www.redcross.org/disaster/masters
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