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Throughout 2022, families and communities have experienced crisis– from single family home fires to extreme climate disasters to humanitarian emergencies and more. As people face these challenges, the American Red Cross community is there to respond. Powered by your support, we are able to provide comfort and hope in dark times. 

Through the Red Cross, people have cared for one another since Clara Barton launched our mission over 140 years ago. They make generous financial donations, ensuring our readiness and ability to respond to disasters of all sizes by providing safe refuge, food, comfort and hope. They roll up their sleeves to give lifesaving blood. And they turn to us for essential information about how to keep themselves and loved ones prepared against future disasters and emergencies. 

The holiday season is a time to continue taking care of one another. Through our annual Holiday Campaign, the Red Cross will celebrate this spirit of humanitarianism by encouraging the public to Give Something that Means Something to bring comfort and hope to those in need. 


Here are three easy ways that you can align with us during this important time to help people through some of life’s toughest moments and #GiveWithMeaning:

1. Encourage financial support for the Red Cross on Giving Tuesday (November 29) and throughout the holiday season. 
2. Promote the need for lifesaving blood. 
3. Share important holiday home fire safety messages.



[bookmark: _Hlk56423265]The communications materials below are designed to help your organization inspire action and spread the word to your key audiences through your social and digital channels, all while highlighting your Red Cross partnership and commitment to community safety. Thank you for your support!  


Customizable Social Content (for Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn or Instagram) 

Refer to the suggested posts below (and accompanying graphics provided in the zip file) to share during this holiday season. The posts tag the American Red Cross Twitter, but we encourage you to personalize these messages and tag American Red Cross on Facebook, @RedCross on Twitter, @americanredcross on Instagram, American Red Cross on LinkedIn or @americanredcross on TikTok. You may also retweet or share any relevant posts from our national accounts. 
Giving Tuesday (November 29) and Holiday Season Financial Support

· This #GivingTuesday/holiday season, you can give a meaningful gift that helps people through some of life’s toughest moments by donating to our disaster partner the @RedCross. #GiveWithMeaning today: redcross.org/gift [OR LINK TO MICROSITE] 
· Disasters don’t take a holiday! This #GivingTuesday/holiday season, join us in helping our disaster partner the @RedCross bring comfort and hope to families: redcross.org/gift #GiveWithMeaning [OR LINK TO MICROSITE] 
· Another relentless disaster year shows why people still need support every day. This #GivingTuesday/holiday season, you can help the @RedCross provide necessities like emergency shelter, hot meals and blankets for families in need: redcross.org/gift #GiveWithMeaning
· This #GivingTuesday/holiday season, a $110 donation to the @RedCross can help feed 10 people after a disaster strikes. Tap here to show your support for their mission: http://rdcrss.org/meals #GiveWithMeaning 
· This #GivingTuesday/holiday season, help the @RedCross ensure families have a safe place to go during a disaster: Just $50 can provide shelter for one person: http://rdcrss.org/shelter #GiveWithMeaning
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	Red Cross Holiday
Give Something that Means Something
(also provided as Vertical size)
	Red Cross Holiday
Give Shelter
(also provided as Vertical size)
	Red Cross Holiday
Give Shelter
(also provided as Vertical size)



Holiday Blood Donations

	· This holiday season, patients are counting on the kindness and generosity of blood donors. Donate blood or platelets to make a lifesaving difference for patients in need: http://rcblood.org/appt  #GiveWithMeaning 
· Between Thanksgiving and the new year, more than 1 million units of blood will be given to patients in the U.S. Your donation is needed more than you think and could be the perfect gift to give. Help the @RedCross stock hospital shelves by giving blood or platelets this holiday season: http://rcblood.org/appt  #GiveWithMeaning
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	Red Cross Holiday
Give Blood
(also provided as Vertical size)



Holiday Home Fire Safety

· Thanksgiving/Christmas is one of the peak days for cooking fires — which is the top cause of home fires in the U.S. Safely enjoy the holiday by keeping an eye on what you fry. Check out these other fire safety tips from our disaster partner the @RedCross: redcross.org/fire #EndHomeFires
· Decorations like trees, lights and candles increase the risk of home fires during the holidays. Check out these top tips for fire safety from our disaster partner the @RedCross: redcross.org/fire #EndHomeFires
· December is the peak month for candle fires — which cause about 20 home fires a day on average in the U.S. Instead, use battery-operated candles to help keep your family safe. Check out these other fire safety tips from our disaster partner the @RedCross: redcross.org/fire #EndHomeFires
· Heating equipment is a leading cause of home fires — a risk that increases with this week’s/month’s cold weather! Help make sure your home is safe with tips from our disaster partner the @RedCross: redcross.org/fire #EndHomeFires
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	Red Cross Home Fire Safety
Oven Fires
(also provided as Horizontal size)
	Red Cross Home Fire Safety
Fry Food
(also provided as Vertical size)
	Red Cross Home Fire Safety
Decorations GIF
	Red Cross Home Fire Safety
Tree Safety
(also provided as Horizontal size)
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	Red Cross Home Fire Safety
Menorah Candles
(also provided as Horizontal size)
	Red Cross Home Fire Safety
Unattended Candles
(also provided as Horizontal size)
	Red Cross Home Fire Safety
Heater Safety
(also provided as Horizontal size)
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Customizable Intranet/Employee Email Content 

Use these two turnkey articles to share helpful information about how your employees can be safer or help others through the Red Cross this holiday season. Feel free to personalize these articles to your own voice and pull from social images to illustrate.

Article #1:
Give Something that Means Something This Holiday Season 

The holiday season is the perfect time to experience the joy of giving back to others. This year, you can give a meaningful gift that helps people during some of life’s toughest moments through our partner the American Red Cross:

1. Make a Financial Donation. The Red Cross continues to make holiday giving easier — and more meaningful — by promoting symbolic gifts for any budget. Honor friends and loved ones while bringing comfort and hope to those in need by making a tax-deductible donation of any amount. Whether it’s providing necessities like emergency shelter, hot meals or blankets for families in crisis, you can #GiveWithMeaning this holiday season by making a financial donation through redcross.org/gift.

2. Give Blood. Every day, people across the country depend on the kindness and generosity of blood donors. The need for blood is constant, and volunteer donors are the only source of blood for those in need of transfusions. Between Thanksgiving and the new year, more than 1 million units of blood will be given to patients in the U.S. However, this time of year, blood drives across the country are often affected by seasonal illness and winter weather. If you’re feeling healthy and well, your blood donation is needed now to help meet the needs of hospital patients this holiday season. You can schedule an appointment by visiting RedCrossBlood.org.

3. Volunteer Your Time. The need for Red Cross volunteers is constant. In fact, 90% of its workforce is volunteers. Learn more about how you can volunteer with the Red Cross to meet people’s urgent needs at redcross.org/volunteertoday.

During the excitement of the season, it’s important to remember that disasters never take a holiday —emergencies can strike when least expected. The Red Cross responds to a disaster every eight minutes on average in the U.S., ranging from home fires to hurricanes, wildfires and countless other crises. 

We saw, yet again, the relentless pace of disasters in 2022. Millions of people were impacted — from destructive wildfires, devastating hurricanes, torrential flooding, humanitarian crises and, of course, home fires. But through it all, powered by COMPANY’s annual commitment to the Red Cross through the Annual Disaster Giving Program (ADGP) / Disaster Responder Program, the organization was prepared to respond with care and comfort at a moment’s notice.

As a COMPANY employee, you are part of these efforts, too, and we want to thank you for helping us be there for families and communities in their times of greatest need.

Article #2:
Make Your Home Safer This Holiday Season 

As the holiday season approaches and you enjoy the spirit of the season at home, it’s also a great time to also brush up on home fire safety and prevention. Home fire risks increase during the holidays. COMPANY wants to be sure with that you and your loved ones enjoy this holiday season, and our friends at the American Red Cross do, too. Check out these Red Cross tips to help keep your home a safe and fun space for all. 

1. Decorate with Caution

Though decorations like trees, lights and candles make us feel like the holiday season is really here, they also increase the risk of home fires. In fact, December is the peak month for candle fires. Nearly one-third of us have left the room or fallen asleep while burning candles, according to a Red Cross survey, which makes flameless candles a safer option this holiday season.

Decorating Safety Tips
· If you must use candles, never leave them unattended, keep them away from anything that could burn and place them out of reach from children and pets. 
· Check all holiday light cords to make sure they aren’t frayed or broken. Don’t string too many strands of lights together — no more than three per extension cord. Turn off all holiday lights when going to bed or leaving the house.
· Ensure outside decorations are for outdoor use and fasten lights securely to your home or trees. If using hooks or nails outside, make sure they are insulated to avoid electrocution or fire hazard.
· Look for the fire-resistant label when buying an artificial tree. Keep it away from fireplaces, radiators and other sources of heat. Never use electric lights on metallic trees. 
· If getting a live tree, make sure it’s fresh and keep it watered. Bend the needles up and down to make sure no needles fall off. 
· Don’t light the fireplace if hanging stockings on the mantel.
· Check the labels of older decorations. Some older tinsel is lead-based. If using angel hair, wear gloves to avoid irritation. Avoid breathing in artificial snow.
· Have good, stable placement when using a ladder and wear shoes that allow for good traction. 

2. Keep an Eye on What You Fry

Both Thanksgiving and Christmas are peak days for cooking fires, which is the top cause of home fires in the U.S. 

Cooking Safety Tips
· Never leave cooking food unattended. If you must leave the kitchen, even for a short period of time, turn off the stove. 
· Move items that can burn away from the stove. This includes dishtowels, bags, boxes, paper and curtains. Also keep children and pets at least three feet away.
· Avoid wearing loose clothing while cooking.
· When frying food, turn the burner off if you see smoke or if the grease starts to boil. Carefully remove the pan from the burner. 
· Keep a pan lid or a cookie sheet nearby. Use it to cover the pan if it catches on fire. This will put out the fire. Leave the pan covered until it is completely cooled.

3. Heat Your Home Safely

Heating equipment is a leading cause of home fires — a risk that increases as the weather turns colder. A Red Cross survey showed that more than half of us have used a space heater, which is involved in most fatal home heating fires. 

Home Heating Tips
· If you must use a space heater, place it on a level, hard and nonflammable surface, such as a ceramic tile floor. Don’t place it on rugs and carpets, or near bedding and drapes; keep away children and pets. 
· Plug space heater power cords directly into outlets — never into an extension cord. Turn it off every time you leave the room or go to sleep. 
· Never use a cooking range or oven to heat your home. 
· Never leave a fire in the fireplace unattended. Use a glass or metal fire screen to keep fire and embers in the fireplace.  
· Have wood and coal stoves, fireplaces and chimneys inspected annually by a professional and cleaned if necessary.  

You can also help your family stay safe by testing your smoke alarms monthly and practicing your home fire escape plan until everyone can get out in less than two minutes. Make a New Year’s resolution to visit redcross.org/fire for more information and free resources, or download the free Red Cross Emergency app (search “American Red Cross” in app stores or go to redcross.org/apps).

COMPANY is proud to be a member of the American Red Cross Annual Disaster Giving Program (ADGP) / Disaster Responder Program, helping the Red Cross prepare for and respond to disasters of all sizes year-round. As a COMPANY employee, you are part of these efforts, too, and we want to thank you for helping us be there for families and communities in their times of greatest need. 
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Oven Fires

Keep the door closed so the fire
doesn't spread, and call 911.
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