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ADGP Communications Resources:
Hurricane Preparedness
June 2020

[image: C:\Users\Jessica.Danaceau\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\prepare-now-fb.png]The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 to November 30. Early reports predict a busy year with 16 named storms, eight of these becoming hurricanes, and as many as four reaching major hurricane strength. A combination of warm sea temperatures and other factors could lead to the development of more named storms than usual. While hurricanes cause problems for people in coastal areas, these storms can also cause damage hundreds of miles inland. 

As an ADGP member, you know that in an emergency, every second counts—that’s why it’s crucial to be prepared.

Disasters won’t stop, even during a pandemic. It only takes one storm to threaten people, and the American Red Cross wants everyone to be safe this hurricane season. And because of the COVID-19 pandemic, getting prepared will look a little different than in other years.

With that thinking in mind, we’ve developed these communications materials designed to help you make sure those most important to your company—your employees, customers and social media followers—know how to stay safe this hurricane season, and highlight your Red Cross partnership and commitment to community safety on your social and digital channels. Thank you for your support!

Customizable Social Content (for Facebook, Twitter or Instagram) 

Beginning on or around June 1, leverage your social channels to encourage your followers to get prepared using the template posts and graphics provided. We encourage you to personalize these messages, and tag American Red Cross on Facebook, @RedCross on Twitter or @AmericanRedCross on Instagram. You may also re-tweet or share any relevant posts from our national accounts. 

Suggested Posts/Graphics:
Graphics are included in the zip drive 

· Hurricane season is here, and the time to prepare is now! Learn how to prepare for a hurricane during the #COVID19 pandemic with tips from our disaster partner @RedCross: https://rdcrss.org/2Aqi2rj #HurricanePrep
· It’s hurricane season, and your hurricane kit may need to be updated due to #COVID19. Here are ways to prepare from our disaster partner @RedCross: https://rdcrss.org/2WMID9i #HurricanePrep
· Know what hazards can affect your community & actions you can take to prepare while still protecting yourself from #COVID19 during an emergency from our disaster partner @RedCross: https://rdcrss.org/2WMID9i  #HurricanePrep #DisasterPrep
1. Be @RedCross Ready for #hurricanes, #wildfires, #floods & more with FREE #RedCross apps: http://rdcrss.org/apps​  #HurricanePrep
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Customizable Internal Communications Content 

[image: ]Dear COMPANY employees:

[bookmark: _GoBack]At COMPANY, we are strongly committed to protecting the communities in which we live and work. As a proud member of the American Red Cross Annual Disaster Giving Program (ADGP) since DATE, COMPANY makes an annual contribution to the Red Cross to support disaster relief and emergency preparedness year-round.

During the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, life’s emergencies don’t stop. The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 to November 30. Early reports predict a busy year with 16 named storms in the Atlantic Ocean, eight of these becoming hurricanes, and as many as four reaching major hurricane strength. “Red Cross Prep_Flyer_Preparing for Disaster During COVID-19”


At COMPANY, we care about your safety, and want to make sure that you and your family know how to help weather any storms. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, getting prepared for hurricanes and other disasters looks a little different now than in other years.

With that thinking in mind, COMPANY and the American Red Cross has tips to help you. 

MAKE A PLAN In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, you may have to adjust any previous plans you made. You may need to leave your home quickly and travel to a safe place outside the affected area. If authorities advise you to evacuate, be prepared to leave immediately with your evacuation kit (“go bag” of emergency supplies).

· Plan now if you will need help leaving or if you need to share transportation.
· Ask friends or relatives outside your area, who do not have COVID-19 symptoms and are not at higher risk for serious illness, if you would be able to stay with them
· Check with hotels, motels and campgrounds to see if they are open. Find out if your local emergency management agency has adapted its sheltering plans.
· Check with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and update emergency plans as needed.
· Keep a phone list of pet-friendly hotels/motels and animal shelters that are along your evacuation routes. If it’s not safe for you to stay home, it’s not safe for your pets either.
 
BUILD A KIT Assemble two kits of emergency supplies and a one-month supply of prescription medications. Some supplies may be hard to get, and availability may worsen in a disaster, so start gathering supplies now.

Start with this basic supply list:

· Stay-at-home kit (2 weeks of emergency supplies): Include everything you need to stay at home with items such as food, water, household cleaning and disinfectant supplies, soap, paper products and personal hygiene items.
· Evacuation kit (3 days of supplies in a “go bag”): Your second kit should be a lightweight, smaller version in case you must leave your home quickly. Include everything you need to be on your own:
· Food and water
· Personal hygiene items
· Cleaning and disinfectant supplies that you can use on the go (tissues, hand sanitizer with 60% alcohol and disinfecting wipes)
· Cloth face coverings for everyone in your household who can wear one safely. Cloth face coverings should not be placed on young children under age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing or is unable to remove it without help.
· Infant formula, bottles, diapers, wipes and diaper rash cream
· Pet food and extra water for your pet
· Cash or traveler's checks
· Important family documents such as copies of insurance policies, identification and bank account records saved electronically or in a waterproof, portable container
· 1-month supply of prescription medication, as well as over-the-counter medications like cough suppressants and fever reducing drugs and medical supplies or equipment.
 

BE INFORMED Have access to weather alerts and community notifications. Be sure that you can receive official notifications even during a power outage. Always follow the directions of your state and local authorities.

· Use the Red Cross interactive map to identify likely disasters in your area.
· Learn about your community’s response plan for each disaster and determine if these plans have been adapted due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
· Find contact information for state, local and tribal governments and agencies, and for state emergency management agencies.
· Since guidance can change, stay current on advice and restrictions from your state and local public health authorities as it may affect your actions and available resources and facilities.
 
Download this helpful Red Cross flyer for more information about actions that you can take to prepare while still protecting yourself from COVID-19 during a disaster. 

Whether it’s a hurricane, wildfire, flood or a house fire that threatens, it pays to be prepared. If you have any questions about the Red Cross or our ongoing partnership, please don’t hesitate to ask.
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