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ADGP/Disaster Responder Program Communications Resources:
Fall 2020 Disaster Preparedness
August—October 2020

[image: ]In an emergency, every second counts—that’s why it’s crucial to be prepared. This is the time of year when hurricanes, wildfires and other large disasters can happen. While different types of disasters and emergencies happen in communities across the country, there are key steps that everyone can take now to be better prepared for them.

National Preparedness Month is recognized each September to promote family and community disaster and emergency planning. September is the perfect time for people to get their household ready in case of an emergency, and this month, the Red Cross will be encouraging people to prepare for disasters and get involved.

During the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, life’s emergencies haven’t stopped. It only takes one storm, wildfire or home fire to threaten, and the Red Cross wants everyone to know how to stay safe. And because of COVID-19, getting prepared will look a little different than in other years.

With that thinking in mind, we’ve developed these communications materials designed to help you help you align with National Preparedness Month and/or hurricane and wildfire preparedness on your social and digital channels, highlighting your Red Cross disaster partnership and commitment to community safety to those most important to your organization. Thank you for joining us in sharing these important messages!


Customizable Social Content (for Facebook, Twitter or Instagram) 

This fall, you can leverage your social channels to encourage your followers to ​​​​​​​prepare for disasters and get involved with the Red Cross using the template posts and graphics provided. We encourage you to personalize these messages, and tag American Red Cross on Facebook, @RedCross on Twitter or @AmericanRedCross on Instagram. You may also re-tweet or share any relevant posts from our national accounts. 

National Preparedness Month (September 1-30, 2020)
Hashtag: #BeReady
Encourage your followers to prepare for disasters with emergency kits, family plans and by downloading Red Cross apps.

Suggested Posts & Graphics:
· This National Preparedness Month we’re honored to support @RedCross as a disaster partner to help prepare communities for disasters whenever and wherever they occur. http://rdcrss.org/prepare #BeReady 
· This National Preparedness Month our disaster partner @RedCross is asking people to take three easy steps to get ready for emergencies: Get a Kit, Make a Plan and Be Informed. http://rdcrss.org/prepare #BeReady
· Did you know that @RedCross responds to a disaster every 8 min? Have an emergency plan and kit to help keep your family safe if disaster strikes. Our disaster partner @RedCross has tips here: http://rdcrss.org/prepare #BeReady
· Our disaster partner @RedCross has free apps to help your family get prepared if disaster strikes. Learn more: http://rdcrss.org/apps #BeReady
· A disaster or emergency can happen at any time. If you're an older adult, or care for an older person, follow these special tips from our disaster partner @RedCross to prepare for and respond in an emergency: https://www.redcross.org/olderadults #BeReady
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Volunteers are Needed
As we prepare for disasters, there's a need for a variety of volunteer positions including disaster shelter workers.
 
Suggested Posts & Graphic:
· During this coronavirus pandemic, life’s emergencies don’t stop—and neither does the work of our disaster partner @RedCross. You can help your local community by volunteering in disaster shelters today. Become a volunteer now! https://rdcrss.org/3gsgU6C 
· In anticipation of an active hurricane and wildfire season, our disaster partner @RedCross is looking for volunteers to help at shelters when disaster strikes. Tap here to get trained so you can answer the call when your community needs it most: https://rdcrss.org/3gsgU6C
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Hurricane/Wildfire Preparedness
Preparedness begins at home, and with the height of hurricane and wildfire seasons approaching, you can let your followers know steps they can take to prepare.

Suggested Posts:
· Do you know what you need to do to get ready for a hurricane? Here are ways to prepare from our disaster partner @RedCross: https://www.redcross.org/hurricane #HurricanePrep
· Do you know what you need to do if a wildfire threatens? Here are safety tips from our disaster partner @RedCross: https://www.redcross.org/wildfire #WildfirePrep
1. Prepare for disasters like #wildfires and #hurricanes with these simple tips from our partner @RedCross: http://rdcrss.org/prepare
· Know what hazards can affect your community & actions you can take to prepare while still protecting yourself from #COVID19 during an emergency from our disaster partner @RedCross: https://rdcrss.org/2WMID9i  
1. Be @RedCross Ready for #hurricanes, #wildfires, #floods & more with FREE #RedCross apps: http://rdcrss.org/apps​  
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Customizable Internal Communications Content 

Use these three turnkey articles to share helpful information about how your employees can prepare themselves and their families during National Preparedness Month in September or throughout hurricane and wildfire seasons. Feel free to personalize these articles to your own voice.

Article #1:
September is National Preparedness Month! Take This Opportunity to Get Prepared.

At COMPANY, we are strongly committed to protecting the communities in which we live and work. As a proud member of the American Red Cross Annual Disaster Giving Program (ADGP)/Disaster Responder Program since DATE, COMPANY makes an annual contribution to the Red Cross to support disaster relief and emergency preparedness year-round. 

Fall is the time of year when hurricanes, wildfires and other large disasters can happen. National Preparedness Month is recognized each September to promote family and community disaster and emergency planning. In a crisis, every second counts—so it’s crucial to be confident, prepared and not wait until an emergency happens. 

During the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, life’s emergencies haven’t stopped. It only takes one storm or wildfire to threaten people, and the American Red Cross wants everyone to be safe this fall disaster season. And because of COVID-19, getting prepared for hurricanes and other disasters looks a little different now than in other years.

Getting prepared is easier than it sounds. This September, we encourage you and your family to take these three basic action steps from our friends at the Red Cross:

1. GET A KIT. Being prepared means being equipped with the proper supplies you may need in the event of an emergency or disaster. Assemble easy-to-carry emergency preparedness kits with supplies and a one-month supply of prescription medications. Some supplies may be hard to get in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, and availability may worsen in a disaster, so start gathering supplies now. 

Recommended kits to prepare now: 

· Stay-at-home kit (2 weeks of emergency supplies): Include everything you need to stay at home with items such as food, water, household cleaning and disinfectant supplies, soap, paper products and personal hygiene items.
· Evacuation kit (3 days of supplies in a “go bag”): Your second kit should be a lightweight, smaller version in case you must leave your home quickly. Include everything you need to be on your own:
· Food and water
· Personal hygiene items
· Cleaning and disinfectant supplies that you can use on the go (tissues, hand sanitizer with 60% alcohol and disinfecting wipes)
· Cloth face coverings for everyone in your household who can wear one safely. These should not be placed on young children under age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing or is unable to remove it without help.
· Infant formula, bottles, diapers, wipes and diaper rash cream
· Pet food and extra water for your pet
· Cash or traveler's checks
· Important family documents such as copies of insurance policies, identification and bank account records saved electronically or in a waterproof, portable container
· 1-month supply of prescription medication, as well as over-the-counter medications like cough suppressants and fever reducing drugs and medical supplies or equipment.

2. MAKE A PLAN. Plan effectively for you and your family in case of an emergency. You may need to leave your home quickly and travel to a safe place outside the affected area, so if authorities advise you to evacuate, be prepared to leave immediately with your evacuation kits. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, you may have to adjust any previous plans you made. Find easy-to-use plan templates here and practice as many elements of your plan as possible in advance. 

More tips when making your plan:

· Plan now if you will need help leaving or if you need to share transportation.
· Ask friends or relatives outside your area, who do not have COVID-19 symptoms and are not at higher risk for serious illness, if you would be able to stay with them.
· Check with hotels, motels and campgrounds to see if they are open. Find out if your local emergency management agency has adapted its sheltering plans.
· Check with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and update emergency plans as needed.
· Keep a phone list of pet-friendly hotels/motels and animal shelters that are along your evacuation routes. If it’s not safe for you to stay home, it’s not safe for your pets either.

3. BE INFORMED. Understand which disasters are likely to occur in your area, and what you must know to stay safe. This includes having access to weather alerts and community notifications and being sure that you can receive official notifications even during a power outage. Always follow the directions of your state and local authorities. 

More tips to stay informed:

· Use the Red Cross interactive map to identify likely disasters in your area.
· Learn about your community’s response plan for each disaster and determine if these plans have been adapted due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
· Find contact information for state emergency management agencies, and for state, local and tribal governments and agencies.
· Since guidance can change, stay current on advice and restrictions from your state and local public health authorities as it may affect your actions and available resources and facilities.
· Download the free Red Cross Emergency App for severe weather and emergency alerts.

Download this helpful Red Cross flyer for more information about actions that you can take to prepare while still protecting yourself from COVID-19 during a disaster. 

Whether it’s a hurricane, wildfire, flood or a house fire that threatens, it pays to be prepared. If you have any questions about the Red Cross or our ongoing partnership, please don’t hesitate to ask.




Article #2:
Top Tips for Hurricane Safety

As a member of the American Red Cross Annual Disaster Giving Program (ADGP)/Disaster Responder Program, COMPANY helps ensure that the Red Cross can be on the scene of a disaster at a moment’s notice and prepare communities before disaster strikes. In the event of a hurricane or coastal storm, thousands of trained Red Cross disaster workers all over the country are ready to respond, if needed.  

At COMPANY, we care about your safety, and want to make sure that you and your family know how to help weather any storms. Preparedness begins at home, and with the height of hurricane season approaching, preparation is the best way to help protect you against the dangers of a storm. And because of the COVID-19 pandemic, getting prepared will look a little different than in other years.

From our friends at the Red Cross, here are the top things you can do now to be ready should a storm threaten: 

1. Talk with household members about what to do if a hurricane strikes and create an evacuation plan. Talking about your plan and practicing it ahead of time will help ease fears, especially in younger children. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, you may have to adjust any previous plans you made. Ask friends or relatives outside your area if you would be able to stay with them. Check and see if they have any COVID-19 symptoms or have people in their home at higher risk for serious illness. If they do, make other arrangements.
2. Build an emergency kit in an easy-to-carry container with items including a gallon of water per person, per day, non-perishable food, a flashlight, battery-powered radio, first aid kit, medications, personal hygiene items, cleaning and disinfectant supplies and cloth face coverings. Include supplies for infants and pets. 
3. Be informed. Learn about your community’s hurricane response plan. Plan routes to local shelters and register family members with special medical needs as required. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, stay current on advice and restrictions from your state and local public health authorities as it may affect your actions, available resources and shelter facilities.
4. Get access to NOAA radio broadcasts. You can purchase a battery-powered or hand-crank NOAA weather radio in the Red Cross Store.
5. Keep important papers and valuables in a safe deposit box in a place less likely to see flooding damage. You can take pictures with your phone or keep copies on a flash drive to carry with you on your keys.
6. Protect windows with permanent storm shutters or invest in one-half inch marine plywood that is pre-cut to fit your doors and windows. 
7. Identify a place to store lawn furniture, toys, gardening tools and trash cans (away from stairs and exits) to prevent them from being moved by high winds and possibly hurting someone.
8. Clear clogged rain gutters and downspouts.
9. Download the free Red Cross Emergency App (text ‘GETEMERGENCY’ to 90999) for customizable alerts, warnings and expert guidance on what to do before, during and after hurricanes as well as 34 other types of emergencies.
10. Take a First Aid and CPR/AED course (redcross.org/takeaclass) to learn what to do in case emergency help is delayed.
The Red Cross Hurricane Alerts skill for Amazon Alexa can also help those who live in hurricane prone areas, or who have loved ones who do, receive notifications about an impending hurricane or vital steps on how to prepare. Hurricane alerts can be set up for U.S. locations and territories of interest via the Hurricane Alerts skill by asking “Alexa, ask Hurricane Alerts what are my alerts?”

You can visit redcross.org for full information about what to do before, during and after a hurricane. If you have any questions about the Red Cross or our ongoing partnership, please don’t hesitate to ask.
 

Article #3:
Top Tips for Wildfire Safety

As a member of the American Red Cross Annual Disaster Giving Program (ADGP)/Disaster Responder Program, COMPANY helps ensure that the Red Cross can be on the scene of a disaster at a moment’s notice and prepare communities before disaster strikes. In the event of a wildfire, thousands of trained Red Cross disaster workers all over the country are ready to respond, if needed.  

At COMPANY, we care about your safety, and want to make sure that you and your family know what to do should a wildfire threaten. A wildfire can spread very quickly, giving you little time to evacuate to safety—so preparation is the best way to be ready to react. And because of the COVID-19 pandemic, getting prepared will look a little different than in other years. 

From our friends at the Red Cross, here are tips on what to do if a wildfire threatens so you can better protect yourself and your loved ones.

1. Be ready to quickly evacuate at a moment’s notice. Obey evacuation orders from officials.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Be informed. Listen to local TV and/or radio stations for updated information, including your safest escape route. Identify nearby shelter sites and know your routes to get there.
3. Arrange for temporary housing at a friend or relative’s home outside the threatened area. Check and see if they have any COVID-19 symptoms or have people in their home at higher risk for serious illness. If they do, make other arrangements. 
4. Check your emergency kit and replenish any items missing or in short supply, especially medications and medical supplies. It should also include a gallon of water per person, per day, non-perishable food, a flashlight, battery-powered radio, first aid kit, personal hygiene items, cleaning and disinfectant supplies and cloth face coverings. Include supplies for infants and pets if necessary.
5. Back your car into the garage or park it outside in the direction of your evacuation route.
6. Confine pets to one room so you can find them if you need to evacuate quickly.
7. Limit exposure to smoke and dust—keep indoor air clean by closing windows and doors to prevent outside smoke from getting in.
8. Do not use anything that burns and adds to indoor pollution such as candles, fireplaces and gas stoves.
9. If you are trapped outdoors, crouch in a pond, river or pool. Do not put wet clothing or bandanas over your mouth or nose. Moist air causes more damage to airways than dry air at the same temperature. If there is no body of water, look for shelter in a cleared area or among a bed of rocks. Lie flat, face down, and cover your body with soil. Breathe the air close to the ground to avoid scorching your lungs or inhaling smoke.
10. Do not return home until officials say it is safe to do so.
11. Inspect the roof immediately and extinguish any sparks or embers. Wildfires may have left embers that could reignite.
12. For several hours afterward, recheck for smoke and sparks throughout the home, including the attic. Keep checking your home for embers that could cause fires.

You can visit redcross.org for full information about what to do should a wildfire threaten. If you have any questions about the Red Cross or our ongoing partnership, please don’t hesitate to ask.
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