[image: C:\Users\Jessica.Danaceau\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Disaster_Responder_Logo_RGB_rev.png]Membership Resources
Membership Resources





Disaster Responder Program Communications Resources:
Summer Blood Donations
June—August 2020

[image: C:\Users\Jessica.Danaceau\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Red Cross Blood Donations_Social Graphic_Give Us One Hour.png]Every day, the American Red Cross counts on generous volunteer blood donors to roll up their sleeves and give blood and platelets. The need for blood is constant, and volunteer donors are the only source of blood for those in need of transfusions. Each day, the Red Cross needs to collect nearly 13,000 blood donations and more than 2,600 platelet donations to meet the needs of patients across the country.

Right now, blood centers throughout the country are reporting inventories at their lowest levels since the early stages of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. And, as the country begins to re-open, the need for blood is expected to continue to increase as the nation’s hospitals resume elective surgeries. Summer is traditionally a difficult time to collect enough blood to meet patient needs. But accidents, medical emergencies and chronic blood conditions don’t take a break—patients need blood every day. The blood supply must be continuously replenished to help prevent shortages during the coming weeks and months.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Between June—August 2020, the Red Cross will encourage healthy individuals to keep scheduled donation appointments and to make new blood donation appointments to ensure a stable supply throughout the summer. While your Disaster Responder Program partnership is anchored in disaster relief, we know the core of your commitment is helping people during their time of greatest need. Therefore, we hope you will join the conversation to help ensure patients receive the lifesaving blood products they need.
 
The communications materials below are designed to help you make sure those most important to your company—your employees, customers and social media followers—know how they can give blood or encourage blood donations, while highlighting your Red Cross partnership and commitment to community safety on your social and digital channels. Thank you for your support!


Customizable Social Content (for Facebook, Twitter or Instagram) 

From now through August 31, 2020, you can leverage your social channels to encourage your followers to give blood using the template posts and graphics provided. We encourage you to personalize these messages, and tag American Red Cross on Facebook, @RedCross on Twitter or @AmericanRedCross on Instagram. You may also re-tweet or share any relevant posts from our national accounts. 

Suggested Posts/Graphics:
Graphics are included in the zip drive 

· This summer may look different than summers past. But one thing that hasn't changed is the need for summer blood donors to help save lives. Schedule your appointment with our partner @RedCross to #DonateBlood: rcblood.org/appt
· Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. Make an appointment with our partner @RedCross this summer to help save lives: rcblood.org/appt #DonateBlood
· Every day, blood and platelet donors step up to take care of others. If you are healthy & feeling well, please make an appointment to #DonateBlood with our partner @RedCross in the coming weeks at rcblood.org/appt
· When an ambulance rushes someone to the hospital, doctors must work with the blood already on the shelves—that's why there's a constant need for donations. Schedule your appointment with our partner @RedCross to give today: rcblood.org/appt #DonateBlood 
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Customizable Internal Communications Content 

Dear COMPANY employees:

At COMPANY, we are strongly committed to protecting the communities in which we live and work. As a proud member of the American Red Cross Disaster Responder Program since DATE, COMPANY makes an annual contribution to the Red Cross to support disaster relief and emergency preparedness year-round.

The Red Cross also works every day to address an emergency of a different kind—the constant need for blood. Every day, the Red Cross counts on generous volunteer blood donors to roll up their sleeves and give lifesaving blood and platelets—in fact, they need to collect nearly 13,000 blood donations and more than 2,600 platelet donations daily to meet the needs of patients across the country.

During the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, life’s emergencies haven’t stopped. As the country begins to re-open, the need for blood is expected to continue to increase, as the nation’s hospitals resume elective surgeries. Summer is traditionally a difficult time to collect enough blood to meet patient needs. But accidents, medical emergencies and chronic blood conditions don’t take a break—patients need blood every day. The blood supply must be continuously replenished to help prevent shortages during the coming weeks and months.

With just an hour of your time, people counting on lifesaving blood can receive the help they need.

If you are feeling healthy and well, please schedule your blood or platelet donation appointment this summer by using the Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800- 733-2767). Each Red Cross blood drive and donation center is following the highest standards of safety and infection control (you can learn more here). All blood donors are asked to schedule an advance appointment to ensure proper social distancing, and are required to wear a face covering or mask while at the drive, in alignment with Centers for Disease Control (CDC) public guidance. You can save up to 15 minutes at your drive by completing a RapidPass, an online pre-donation reading and health history questionnaire online, on the day of your scheduled donation.

Not able to donate blood right now? You can start a Sleeves Up virtual blood drive! Simply create your campaign online in just minutes at RedCrossBlood.org/SleevesUp, and send an invitation to your friends and family members from around the country to join you in donating blood and saving lives. Through your online campaign, you can set collection goals, choose a hashtag and upload pictures and stories about why blood donation is important to you.  

Thank you for your commitment to ensuring lifesaving blood is available for patients in need.  

If you have any questions about the Red Cross or our ongoing partnership, please don’t hesitate to ask. 
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