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Disaster Responder Program Communications Resources:
Summer Safety
July-August 2020


[image: ]Summer is a great time to enjoy different indoor and outdoor activities. But this year, summer fun will be a little different for us all due to the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

As a Disaster Responder Program member, you know that emergencies don’t take a ‘summer break’—the need for American Red Cross disaster services is constant. Every day, families in your community and across the country turn to the Red Cross for support after disasters big and small. From wildfires and hurricanes, to home fires, we respond every eight minutes, providing shelter, food, comfort and hope. People also turn to us for essential information needed before disasters strike—how they can prepare themselves for future emergencies.

The Red Cross wants everyone to enjoy the season and stay safe all summer long, as we all navigate COVID-19. With that thinking in mind, we’ve assembled some of our best Red Cross safety tips (and graphics!) to help you amplify your Disaster Responder partnership, and help make sure your employees, customers and social media followers stay safe this summer—and know how they can safeguard others. Thank you for your ongoing commitment!


Customizable Social Content (for Facebook, Twitter or Instagram) 

Throughout the summer, refer to the timely suggested posts on a variety of topics below, which may be accompanied by social graphics provided. We encourage you to personalize these messages, and tag American Red Cross on Facebook, @RedCross on Twitter or @AmericanRedCross on Instagram. You may also re-tweet or share any relevant posts from our national accounts. 

Suggested Posts/Graphics:
Graphics are included in the zip drive 

Coronavirus Safety

· Help keep yourself and others safe by following this simple tip from our partner @RedCross to help prevent the spread of harmful germs. Get more tips here: http://redcross.org/coronavirus #COVID19
· Remember this important tip from our partner @RedCross to help slow the spread of #COVID19. Get more tips here: http://redcross.org/coronavirus
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Warm Weather

· Keep these tips from our partner @RedCross in mind to help you stay safe in the heat this summer! http://redcross.org/heat 

· With temperatures on the rise, make sure you know the signs of heat stroke to help keep you and your loved ones safe. Download the free First Aid App from our partner @RedCross for more tips: http://rdcrss.org/apps
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Pet Safety

· Summer is here and that means warmer temperatures. Remember this tip to help keep your pets safe from severe heat. Download the free Pet First Aid App from our partner @RedCross for more tips: http://rdcrss.org/apps 
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Water Safety

· Summer fun will look a little different this year with the ongoing #COVID19 pandemic. Tap here for water safety tips from our partner @RedCross to help keep you and your loved ones safer: https://rdcrss.org/2CAzvOI 

· With warmer weather, families look forward to cooling down in the water. But this year, summer fun will look a little different because of the #COVID19 pandemic. Learn how you can help keep your loved ones safer this summer with water safety tips from our partner @RedCross: https://rdcrss.org/2CAzvOI
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Grill Safety

· [bookmark: _Hlk12283193]Firing up the grill for that summer barbecue? Make sure you do it in a safe place! Check out other home fire safety tips from our disaster partner @RedCross here: http://redcross.org/fire  
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Disaster Preparedness

· Summer can mean a huge splash of wet weather. COMPANY and our disaster partner @RedCross want to be sure you’re prepared when the next thunderstorm rolls in: http://redcross.org/thunderstorm  
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· Hurricane season is here, and the time to prepare is now! Learn how to prepare for a hurricane during the #COVID19 pandemic with tips from our disaster partner @RedCross: http://redcross.org/hurricane #HurricanePrep
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Blood Donations

· This summer may look different than summers past. But one thing that hasn't changed is the need for summer blood donors to help save lives. Schedule your appointment with our partner @RedCross to #DonateBlood: rcblood.org/appt

· Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. Make an appointment with our partner @RedCross this summer to help save lives: rcblood.org/appt #DonateBlood
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Customizable Intranet/Employee Email Content 

How to Stay Safe this Summer

At COMPANY, we are strongly committed to protecting the communities in which we live and work. As a proud member of the American Red Cross Disaster Responder Program since DATE, COMPANY makes an annual contribution to the Red Cross to support disaster relief and emergency preparedness year-round.

[bookmark: _GoBack]During the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, life’s emergencies don’t stop—and disasters don’t take a summer break. COMPANY wants to be sure that you and your loved ones stay safe and well this summer, and our friends at the American Red Cross do, too. This year, summer fun will be different due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. With that thinking in mind, here are some tips to help prepare you for the months ahead:

1. Protect Yourself and Others from COVID-19

[image: ]COVID-19 is impacting all of our lives in ways we never expected. If your community is reopening, be sure you know what precautions to take in public settings.

Top Tips
· Keep at least 6 feet between yourself and others.
· Wear cloth face coverings, especially in crowded areas. Do not place them on children under age 2.
· Help limit your risk by taking steps to reduce the number of places you go and your exposure to other people.
· Order food and other items for home delivery or curbside pickup, if possible.
· Visit the grocery store and other stores in person only when necessary.
· Stay at home if you are sick.

Get More Information: Visit redcross.org/coronavirus for more tips to keep you and your loved ones stay healthy during this challenging time. 



2. Be Water Smart

[image: ]Before going in, on or around water, every family member should become ‘water smart.’ This starts with learning to be safe, making good choices, and learning to swim to at least achieve the skills of water competency. Everyone should be able to enter the water, get a breath, stay afloat, change position, swim a distance and then get out of the water safely. 
Many public pools and beaches may be closed this summer. Be sure you follow the guidance of state and local officials, and make sure the area is designated for swimming. Once there, maintain social distancing, both in and out of the water, between you and people who don’t live with you. 

Top Tips
· Wear face coverings on land, especially when physical social distancing is difficult. Do not wear them in the water as it may be difficult to breathe. 
· Don’t share goggles, nose clips, snorkels or other personal items.
· A kiddie or inflatable pool can be a great way to have fun, but be sure to provide constant supervision to children in and around the water.
· Around the pool, have young children or inexperienced swimmers wear U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jackets around water, but do not rely on life jackets alone.
· Don’t swim alone and only swim in designated areas supervised by lifeguards.
· In the event of an emergency, reach or throw an object to the person in trouble. Don’t go in! You could become a victim yourself.
· In group situations, designate a water watcher whose sole responsibility it is to oversee the activity in the water until the next person takes over.
· Constantly supervise children around water and avoid distractions. If you have a pool, secure it with appropriate barriers.
· If a child is missing, check the water first. Seconds count in preventing death or disability.

Get More Information: Download the FREE Red Cross Swim App at redcross.org/apps for kid-friendly games and activities and water safety information for parents and caregivers of young people learning how to swim.

3. Fire Up the Grill Safely

[image: C:\Users\Jessica.Danaceau\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\grilling.jpg]Summer is a popular time for grilling family meals at home. Yet grilling fires spark more than 10,000 home fires on average each year. To avoid this:

Top Tips
· Always supervise a barbecue grill when in use. Don’t add charcoal starter fluid when coals have already been ignited.
· Never grill indoors—not in the house, camper, tent or any enclosed area.
· Make sure everyone stays away from the grill—including children and pets.
· Keep the grill away from the house or anything that could catch fire. 
· Use the long-handled tools especially made for cooking on the grill.

Get More Information: Check out other fire safety tips from the Red Cross at redcross.org/fire. 

4. Beat the Heat

[image: ]When it’s hot out, soaring temperatures can be dangerous. Excessive heat can lead to sunburn, heat cramps, heat exhaustion and heat stroke.

Top Tips
· Never leave children or pets in your vehicle. The inside temperature of the car can quickly reach 120 degrees. 
· Stay hydrated, drink plenty of fluids. Avoid drinks with caffeine or alcohol. 
· Wear loose-fitting, lightweight, light-colored clothing. Avoid dark colors as they absorb the sun’s rays. 
· Use a buddy system when working in excessive heat. Take frequent breaks if working outdoors. 
· Check on family, friends and neighbors who do not have air conditioning, who spend much of their time alone or who are more likely to be affected by the heat. 

Get More Information: Learn how to stay safe during a heat wave and how to treat heat-related illness like heat exhaustion at redcross.org/heat. 

5. Donate Blood

[image: ]As the country begins to re-open, the need for blood is expected to continue to increase, as the nation’s hospitals resume elective surgeries. Summer is traditionally a difficult time to collect enough blood to meet patient needs. But accidents, medical emergencies and chronic blood conditions don’t take a break—patients need blood every day. The blood supply must be continuously replenished to help prevent shortages during the coming weeks and months. With just an hour of your time, people counting on lifesaving blood can receive the help they need.

If you are feeling healthy and well, please schedule your blood or platelet donation appointment this summer by using the Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800- 733-2767). Each Red Cross blood drive and donation center is following the highest standards of safety and infection control (you can learn more here). All blood donors are asked to schedule an advance appointment to ensure proper social distancing and are required to wear a face covering or mask while at the drive, in alignment with Centers for Disease Control (CDC) public guidance. Save up to 15 minutes at your drive by completing a RapidPass, an online pre-donation reading and health history questionnaire online, on the day of your scheduled donation.

Through our Red Cross partnership, we hope to bring you meaningful information—like this—to help keep your families safe during emergencies, as well as ways to get involved. If you have any questions about the Red Cross or our ongoing partnership, please don’t hesitate to ask.
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