
Be Red Cross Ready

Volcano
Preparedness Checklist
A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s crust that allows molten rock, gases, and debris to 
escape to the surface. Volcanic eruptions can kill people and destroy property. Eruptions fall 
into two broad types: 

• Explosive eruptions include widespread ashfall, the release of dangerous hot gases,
volcanic rocks, and mud.

• Quiet eruptions include lava flows that can ignite fires and produce harmful gas clouds.

Volcanoes have the potential to cause great harm and destruction. But we can take action to 
prepare. Prepare now to protect yourself, your loved ones, and your home.

What to Do: Before

Know Your Risk 
Know if you are in an area at risk. There are many 
potentially active volcanoes in the US, including
Alaska, California, Washington, Oregon, Hawaii, and 
the islands of the Pacific. Reach out to your local 
emergency management office to learn about your 
community’s risk of volcanoes.

Plan to Stay Connected
•	



○	






•	


•	Plan to reconnect with loved ones if you are 
separated. Carry contact cards. Set up a 
group text message. Designate an out-of-
town contact who can help your household 
reconnect. It may be easier to reach people 

outside the affected area. 

Plan to Stay Safe
•	







•	







•	
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•	




Volcano Preparedness Checklist

Gather Emergency Supplies
Gather food, water, and medicine. Organize supplies 

into a Go-Kit and a Stay-at-Home Kit.

•	Go-Kit: at least three days of supplies that you can

carry with you. Include backup batteries and chargers

for your devices (cell phone, CPAP, wheelchair, etc.)

•	Stay-at-Home Kit: at least two weeks of supplies.

•	Have N95 respirators, long-sleeved shirts, long pants,

and goggles.

•	



•	



•	







What to Do: During

•	Listen carefully to local emergency information.

•	



What to Do: After

Prevent Injuries
•	





•	

Protect Your Health
•	Volcanic ash can make drinking water unsafe.

Check with your local health department about

drinking water safety.

•	When in doubt, throw it out! Throw out food

exposed to ash, heat, smoke, fumes, or chemicals.

•	Follow local public health guidance for ash

cleanup. Wear protective equipment (an N95

respirator, gloves, long-sleeve shirts, long pants,

shoes, socks, and goggles). N95 respirators do

not filter toxic gases and vapors.

•	





Take Care of Yourself
•	



•	



•	





For more information, visit redcross.org/prepare Download the Emergency App
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