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The History of Military Operations in Space
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Why do We Need Space Law?

Increased human presence in outer 
space?

Role of the law?



Why do We Need Space Law?



What is Space Law?
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Types of Space Conflicts



International Treaties & Space Law



The Partial Test Ban Treaty (1963)
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The Outer Space Treaty (1967)
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The Outer Space Treaty (1967) (cont.)



The Agreement on the Rescue of 

Astronauts (1968)

•
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The Liability Convention (1972)
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The Convention on the Registration 

of Objects Launched into Outer Space (1976)



The Moon Agreement (1984)

•
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YES!
•

Does IHL Apply in Space?



Refresher: Applying IHL Principles 

to Outer Space



Refresher: Military Necessity

and...
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Applying Military 
Necessity to Space



Refresher: Distinction



•

•
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Applying Distinction to
Space



Refresher: Proportionality



Applying Proportionality 
to Space
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Refresher: Preventing Unnecessary Suffering
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Applying the Prevention of 
Unnecessary 
Suffering to Space



Crowded Skies: Increased Number of 
Satellites in Space



Due Regard Principle: 
Outer Space Treaty
Article IX



Applying Due Regard: Space Debris

•
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What Kind of Collateral Damage could
 be Created by Attacking a Satellite?



How could a state target a dual-use 
satellite while minimizing the collateral damage?

•



Specialized IHL Concerns & Protections:
The Natural Environment



YES!
•

Does IHL Apply to the 
Environment?



Environmental IHL Protections



1977 Environmental Modification 
Convention
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Applying the Environmental 
Modification Convention to
Space



Additional Protocol I, Article 35(3)
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•
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Applying AP I, Art. 35(3) 
to Space



Additional Protocol I, Article 55(1)
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•
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Applying AP I, Art. 
55(1) to Space



Specialized IHL Concerns & Protections:
Private & Non-Governmental Actors



YES!
•

Does IHL Apply to 
Private & NGO Actors?



Private-Sector Space Companies



Private & NGO IHL Rules



The Convention on the Registration of 
Objects Launched into Outer Space (1976)
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The Registration 
Convention in Practice



The Convention on the International 
Liability for Damage caused by Space Objects (1972)

•
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•
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The Liability 
Convention in Practice



Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return

of Astronauts, and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space (1968)

•
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•

The Rescue Agreement in 
Practice



Recall...
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•
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What Law Applies in 
Space?



•

•
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Are there gaps in the law? Consider...



Case Studies

Recall the previous lessons on the outer-space treaties and IHL obligations 

concerning the fundamental principles, environmental protections, and 

corporate responsibility and apply them onto these three hypotheticals.



Case Study #1
• Two states, Ryloth and Tatooine, are engaged in an IAC.

• Both states possess ASAT weapons capable of disabling, jamming, or 

destroying enemy space objects.

• Both states are parties to all existing treaties relating to outer space 

and IHL. 

• Tatooine's military recently confirmed that Ryloth has launched a 

rocket into space containing a nuclear warhead for deterrent and 

defensive purposes.

1) Did Ryloth violate any international treaties by launching a 
nuclear weapon into space?

2) If Ryloth detonated the nuclear weapon in space, even as a test, 
would it violate any additional treaties or principles?



Case Study #1 (cont.)

3) Does targeting this satellite violate the principle of distinction?

4) If not, how can Tatooine target the satellite without violating the 
principle of proportionality?

• Tatooine is planning an attack on one of Ryloth satellites, which is 

used by Ryloth's military to monitor enemy troops and 

communicate. The satellite also serves a civilian function by 

providing high-speed internet connection to civilian buildings, 

including a hospital.

o Because the position of its troops is compromised, Tatooine is 

unable to carry out effective military operations.

o The satellite also lies in close proximity to the space station of a 

third state, Naboo.

o Blowing up the satellite with a kinetic strike would create debris 

that would destroy Naboo's space station and potentially kill the 

astronauts on board.



Case Study #2
• The government of Naboo now supports Ryloth in the war and joins 

the conflict. Without officially declaring war, the Naboo military used their ground-

to-space missiles to attack Tatooine's military satellites that are close to Naboo, 
disrupting Tatooine's communication and targeting.

• Tatooine, outraged by Naboo's actions, is planning to deploy their climate-

altering satellite to create severe hurricanes across Naboo, preventing their use of 
ground-to-space missiles and destroying on-planet bases and military 
equipment. The satellite will likely also cause significant flooding, severely damaging 

the agricultural industry, which provides food for both the Naboo military and 
civilians.

• If deployed, the climate-altering satellite would have profound consequences on 

Naboo's agriculture and overall biodiversity. There will likely be a famine and the 
natural environment is uncertain to fully recover.

1) How would IHL protections apply to this situation?



Case Study #2 (cont.)
• Fortunately, Naboo's military anticipated the use of Tatooine's climate-modifying 

satellites and destroyed them.

• The wreckage has scattered and entered Alderaan's orbit, a country not party to 
the current conflict. 

• Some of the fragments have also hit other purely scientific satellites, destroying 

them and causing pieces to fall through the atmosphere and land on the planet.
• The climate-altering satellites were launched by a business on Tatooine to make 

the planet's weather more hospitable, before the Tatooine military coopted them.

• Tatooine failed to register the satellites with the UN. 
• The destroyed scientific satellites belonged to an organization on Alderaan that 

was researching ocean currents.

2) Have Naboo and Tatooine violated any conventions relating to corporate 
activity? If so, which entities can be held liable for the damage to Alderaan?

3) Can the principle of due regard be applied in the destruction of the 
satellites?



Case Study #3
• Ryloth has stationed soldiers on the International Space Station (ISS) to protect its 

civilian space technologies, including GPS and internet services.

• Tatooine now considers the ISS a legitimate military target due to the presence of 
the soldiers and launches a long-range missile into space, killing scientists and 
soldiers and destroying the station.

• As a result, GPS and internet services on Ryloth are disabled and debris falls 
down onto Earth, destroying farmland and a water reservoir in another country. 
The boosters from the rockets become space junk and are large enough to crash 

into other satellites and damage them.

1) Was the ISS a legitimate military target? Were the soldiers aboard it?

2) Was Tatooine's strike proportional?

3) If Tatooine was uncertain their attacks would cause such severe 
environmental damage, could they be held responsible under any of the 
environmental protection provisions?



End of
Module 3
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