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Year after fire, family
counts their blessings
ON THE
HORIZON
 World
Humanitarian
Day, Aug. 19,
pays tribute to aid
workers who risk
their lives

3,327
Hours logged in
June by 265
local volunteers.

22
Disaster
responses in
June. Families
helped: 36.

21
Volunteers
joined us in June

Quick-thinking neighbor,
Red Cross volunteer answer
call when it’s needed most

I

t had been a quiet day for Mike
and Alexzandra Dunnington. The
Lewistown family had been out
late the night before celebrating
Mike sister’s wedding and were trying to
catch up on some much-needed rest. Their
son Quinn was at his grandparents’ house
playing with his cousin; Alexzandra had
joined some friends at a restaurant for
dinner; and Mike and Chloe were napping
— Mike in a recliner in the living room and
the 3-year-old in a rear bedroom of their
mobile home.
That’s when disaster struck, disaster that
could have turned out much worse had it
not been for some booming fireworks, the
quick actions of one of the Dunningtons’
neighbors and the support of the American
Red Cross.
A few days before the Fourth of July,
Scott Kirsch was hanging out at home
when several huge fireworks began going
off nearby. After a few more windowshaking blasts, Kirsch had had enough. He
knew Mike Dunnington was a big fireworks fan and figured he was the one
rattling the neighborhood. Kirsch decided
to head on over to the Dunningtons’ and
ask Mike to tone it down.

Mike and Alexzandra Dunnington have
three children, Quinn, 8, Chloe, 4, and
Izzabella, who was born this July. The
Lewistown family’s home burned to the
ground in July 2017.

He knocked on the Dunningtons’ front
door but no one answered. As he turned to
leave, he discovered that the family’s Ford
Expedition and car port were on fire.
Kirsch figured no one was home but decided to make sure. He pounded on the front
door again but still no reply. Finally, he
broke through the front door and saw Mike
STORY CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

Caught you at your best ….
MILESTONES
JANICE RYAN,
15 years
JOHNNIE SUE
ELLIOTT
10 years
CHARLES
RUSHING,
10 years
MARY ANDERSON, 5 years
NADINE
BROWN, 5 years
SUSAN HAWTHORNE,
5 years
JODEE MAAS,
5 years
ANDREW
REYNOLDS,
5 years
TRACEY
SLOAN, 5 years

Red Cross volunteers Sanford McAllister, left, Cristian Hernandez and Shellie Creveling
give a tour of a flooding shelter in Great Falls to Montana Red Cross board members
including Tom Wozniak and Diane Seitz-Nelson, right. Red Cross recently opened seven
shelters in Montana and distributed 1,000 items in response to the severe flooding.

In the know: Response to Boise stabbings
 MASS CASUALTY EVENT:
Following the stabbings of nine
refugees in Boise, most of them
children attending a 3-year-old’s
birthday party, the Red Cross of
Greater Idaho provided guidance to
the relief committee tasked with
coordinating the overwhelming
resources and support coming in

from Boise and across the country.
The Red Cross also worked closely
with state and local officials and
nonprofit partners that specialize in
mental trauma, linguistics and cultural sensitivity. A big thank you to
Chris Volmer and his team for their
leadership during an extremely
difficult time.

 DAT CHANGES: Important
Disaster Action Team structure
changes are happening throughout
the country. Please look for an email
from Catherine Rawsthorne titled
“IMPORTANT Changes to DAT
Program.” Direct questions to your
leadership teams, or to catherine.rawsthorne2@americanredcross
.onmicrosoft.com.

Visit us on Facebook at facebook.com/RedCrossIdaho or at facebook.com/MontanaRedCross, on Twitter at
twitter.com/montanaredcross or twitter.com/redcrossidaho and on Instagram at Idaho.montana.redcross
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Act now to prepare your
family for wildfire season
With many western states already
in the throes of intense wildfires,
now is the time to prepare yourself
and stay informed about wildfire
risk here in our communities.
Despite near average to above
average winter precipitation in
many portions of Idaho and Montana, forecasters predict aboveaverage wildfire risk for August and
September.
To stay up to date on the latest

tion Center's website at
www.nifc.gov/nicc/.
And once fires do start, you can
keep track of the latest incident
updates on the Incident Information
System at inciweb.nwcg.gov.
Looking for information about
how to keep your home safe this
season?
wildfire predictions, consider tuning
Consider reviewing the helpful
into the information available on the information and links found at
National Interagency Fire Coordina- ready.gov/wildfires.

Dunningtons: ‘He truly cares’
asleep in the recliner. With the fire
now spreading to the house, Kirsch
woke Mike and Chloe and helped
them escape unharmed with no time
to spare.
“If it wasn’t for Scott I’m pretty
sure Mikey and Chloe would have
slept through the whole thing and
probably wouldn’t be here today,”
Alexzandra said.
“There’s no way we could ever
thank Scott enough. He was our
angel that day for sure.”
The Dunningtons’ home and
everything in it were completely
destroyed. But the Dunningtons also
had someone else looking out for
them – Montana Red Cross volunteer John Koch.
Koch gave the family comfort kits
and financial assistance, connected
them with other community resources like the Salvation Army and
helped find them a place to stay. Just
as importantly, he was a friendly
face during a dark time.
“He was the first person to come
and offer us anything,” Alexzandra
said. “I couldn’t believe how fast
(the Red Cross) was.
“You are turned upside down. We
had absolutely nothing, and he made
sure we were
able to get
things for the
kids, things
you don’t even
think about
because you’re
so in the moment. It’s the
John Koch, Red
Cross volunteer
next day and
you realize ‘Oh
yeah, I don’t even have anything for
the kids to wear or anything for
them to play with.’ He tried to do
whatever he could to help.”
“It made you feel better,” Mike
said.
Koch is one of more than 440
Montana Red Cross volunteers,
many of whom respond to disasters
big and small. Last year the retired
Washington state trooper and firefighter worked three Montana wildfire operations – in the Jordan, Hays
and Seeley Lake areas – and deployed to Saint Thomas in the Virgin Islands following hurricanes
Irma and Maria. The most common
calls, however, are house fires just
like the one the Dunningtons experi-

In July 2017, the home of Mike and Alexzandra Dunnington was completely
destroyed by fire. The Red Cross was there soon after helping them back on
their feet. A year later the Lewistown family has a new home and a brand
new baby girl.

If I can make
“your
bad day

“We are very thankful for the Red
Cross,” she said. “We’re very glad
you guys are out there to support
people when unfortunate things like
this happen. You guys employ some
great caring people.”
After staying nine months in a
relative’s basement, the Dunningtons finally moved into their new
home. Alexzandra said they didn’t
have working smoke alarms in their
— John Koch
old place but that’s not the case
these days.
enced. Last year alone, the Montana
“You never think it’s going to
Red Cross responded to 147 home
happen to you,” she said. “Now we
fires.
definitely have working smoke
“It’s just been a part of me to
alarms. We always have batteries in
always do what I can to make some- those, and they’re ready to go.”
body’s lousy day better,” Koch said.
Mike and Alexzandra said despite
“If I can make your bad day even a
everything that’s happened their
little better that’s my payback.”
kids, now ages 4 and 8, are doing
More than a year later, Koch still remarkably well. Quinn sometimes
stops by Mike’s auto detailing shop says he wishes they had their old
to see how the family is doing, a
place back and both children mourn
kind gesture that doesn’t go unnothe loss of their dog who died in the
ticed.
fire, but there’s also good news to
“It’s not ‘I did my job and now
share. The Dunningtons have a
we’re done,’” Alexzandra said. “He brand new baby girl, Izzabella, born
truly cares.”
in July.
This wasn’t the Dunningtons’ first
With a new home and new memencounter with the Red Cross. In
ber of the family, the Dunningtons
2011, the Lewistown area suffered
have lots to be thankful these days,
severe flooding, and the Dunningjust a year after their lives were
tons’ home was in the flood zone.
turned completely upside down.
“We told them thanks but to help
“You guys are great,” Mike said
other people who needed it more
of the Red Cross. “You’ve always
instead of us,” Alexzandra said. “We been down here to help us when we
didn’t have a basement and our stuff need it most.”
wasn’t getting ruined.
— Matt Ochsner

even a little
better that’s my
payback.
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