
GOOD NEIGHBOR HERO:  MIA GOOT
Mia Goot is a frequent visitor of Lake Erie’s
Barcelona Harbor, and the man whose life she
saved is grateful for that. On one of her trips to the
harbor, Goot heard a splash from the water and
realized the man she had seen feeding the ducks
moments ago was nowhere to be found. When
she found him in the water, she overcame her
own fear to jump in and save him from the waves. 

SPONSOR: CALSPAN AND CAROLYN & JOHN
YURTCHUK
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MILITARY HERO:  MARILYN D. YOUNG
U.S. Army veteran Marilyn Young is determined to
make a difference in Buffalo. She helps the
organization We R Buffalo Strong to feed our homeless
veterans and leads a mentoring organization called
Pretty As A Daisy, which instills values into young
impressionable young girls and helps them fit into a
challenging society. Young also runs an organization
called W.A.V.E. whose primary goal is to decrease youth
violence, by way of mentoring programs events and
activities with an emphasis on young girls. 

SPONSOR: SEFCU
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COMMUNITY SERVICE HERO: 
YOUTH MENTORING SERVICES &
CORNERSTONE ARENA
When the need for childcare amid the
pandemic was clear, Youth Mentoring
Services of Niagara County partnered with
the Cornerstone Arena to take a burden off
of working parents. The two agencies  

created "Step Up" - initially for essential workers and then as a virtual learning center
until children could return to school full time. In this program, parents found a safe,
affordable choice for their children so they could work in the community. The YMS
mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of children and youth primarily
through a relationship with a caring adult and to assist them in achieving their highest
potential as they grow to become productive, responsible, and caring citizens.

SPONSOR: M&T BANK

LAW ENFORCEMENT HERO: 
JOSEPH BUTLER, JR.
Trooper Joseph Butler was called to a fire at a home on State
Route 16 - a woman was trapped, unable to escape in her
wheelchair. Trooper Butler forced his way into the home,
couldn't see her due to thick smoke, but found her by
listening to her calls for help. He pushed the woman to
safety and got her medical attention, not long after the
home was engulfed in flames. Trooper Butler's selfless act to
enter the home no doubt saved the woman's life.  

SPONSOR: SEFCU

https://www.lockportjournal.com/news/local_news/youth-mentoring-services-steps-up-for-working-parents/article_d55e1abd-a35b-5359-b76e-1358fb45ab2d.html
https://www.lockportjournal.com/news/local_news/youth-mentoring-services-steps-up-for-working-parents/article_d55e1abd-a35b-5359-b76e-1358fb45ab2d.html
https://www.lockportjournal.com/news/local_news/youth-mentoring-services-steps-up-for-working-parents/article_d55e1abd-a35b-5359-b76e-1358fb45ab2d.html


EMERGENCY
RESPONSE HERO:  
JOSIAH WILLIAMS
Josiah Williams, a 15 year
old bystander, came to
the aid of a woman who
became trapped and
under a vehicle in a
parking lot. Josiah, a
student at WNY Maritime
Charter School, used
what he learned in a
recent Basic Life Support
certification class at the
American Red Cross and
from lessons from a ‘Stop
the Bleed’ course to help
the woman alongside the
responding police
officers. 
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SPONSOR: NATIONAL GRID

https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/good-samaritans-honored-for-rescuing-woman-trapped-under-vehicle/71-e1a1a031-3afd-41b8-b201-cea4c5ef6701


MEDICAL HERO: DR. KAROLE T. COLLIER

Dr. Karole Collier, a 1st year general surgery residency student, is not afraid to push boundaries
in pursuit of the health equity that remains elusive. On top of all the difficulties of being a UB
med. student, Collier dedicated much of her time to improving the experiences of other
minorities in the field and celebrating what they bring to the profession. Collier served as the
president of UB’s chapter of the Student National Medical Association (SNMA), which focuses
on the needs of medical students of color; she helped to establish the Jacob’s School of
Medicine’s 2nd Look Weekend, where underrepresented students are given an opportunity to
take a more comprehensive look at the school’s program offerings; she also played a role in
organizing an anti-racism lecture with activist and scholar Cornell West. If that wasn’t enough
to fill her time in medical school, Collier has most recently launched a clothing line, Twice as
Hard Apparel, which celebrates all hard work that black and brown doctors put in to be
medical professionals, community advisors, and to eradicate health disparities in their
communities. 

SPONSOR: SPECTRUM NEWS 1
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YOUTH GOOD SAMARITAN HERO:
RENEE HILL

Renee had just turned 16 years old when she
went sledding with her 3-year-old cousin
down a well-known hill in Clyde L. Burmaster
Park. When Renee and her cousin
unexpectedly veered toward some trees, she
quickly put her foot down and turned the sled
so that the baby wouldn’t hit the tree. They hit
the tree anyway, and Renee lost her life due to
her injuries despite saving her baby cousin. 

SPONSOR: NATIONAL GRID

BLOOD DONOR HERO:
GENE BARAN

For this hero, it’s just routine. Gene Baran has donated
blood 300 times, and 277 of those donations have been to
the Red Cross. What started out as an excuse to rest from
army basic training has turned into something as
mundane to Baran as getting out of bed in the morning.
His story is a reminder that being a hero doesn’t have to
be a once-in-a-lifetime event, it can be something as
common as brushing your teeth.  

SPONSOR: CALSPAN AND CAROLYN & JOHN YURTCHUK
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EDUCATION HEROES: 
SAGE SELLERS, HENRY
MCLAUGHLIN, GRACE
TAPANI & EVAN RODEN

East Aurora high schoolers Sage Sellers,
Henry McLaughlin, Grace Tapani, and
Even Roden are making a big splash in
Albany with a radical new approach to
organ donation. Inspired by the Donate
Life Club at East Aurora High School,
the trio drafted a piece of legislation
changing the option to become an
organ donor on your license from an
opt-in option, to an opt-out option. The
shift would better reflect the
demographic of willing organ donors in 

New York State. The group explained that while 85% - 95% of New Yorkers want to be organ
donors, only 37% are registered as such. 

SPONSOR: SPECTRUM NEWS 1
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LIFELINE HERO: KAYLA MCCALL
Kayla McCall was on deployment with the Red
Cross in response to Hurricane Laura in 2020.
She had just left her hotel room to go get a
cup of coffee when she heard gunshots. She
saw the man who was shot, and quickly ran to
her post to get help. McCall got medical aid
equipment to help the man and waited with
him until EMS arrived. Not only did she try to
help the patient, but stayed with his relatives

and started psychological first aid to help them mentally navigate the traumatic events. The
man did not survive his injuries, but she continued psychological first aid to the relatives
while remaining calm. She was a hero that day disregarding her own safety and keeping her
composure to help the victim and his family.

SPONSOR: SPECTRUM NEWS 1

WORKPLACE SAFETY HERO: 
ROBERT OEHLER
While on his regular bus route Robert Oehler, an NFTA bus
operator, was alerted of a medical emergency by another
passenger. The passenger was unresponsive, so Oehler
brought him to the font of the bus to do chest compressions
while EMS was on their way. Despite the passenger losing
their breath 3 times, Oehler continued the compressions for
about 2 minutes until medics arrived to take the passenger
to the hospital. "I think I just did what anyone else would do
in that situation.” Oehler said. “I am just an NFTA bus driver
doing my job day in and day out".

SPONSOR: M&T BANK

https://www.wkbw.com/news/local-news/nfta-bus-operator-responds-to-passengers-medical-emergency-uses-skills-he-never-knew-he-had
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ANIMAL RESCUE HERO:
PATROLMAN JAMES
RUTKOWSKI

Patrolmen James Rutkowski and
Troy Blackchief are responsible for
saving boxer Gracie from the frigid
waters of a Cheektowaga creek.
Rutkowski and Blackchief waded
waist-deep into the mater to rescue
Gracie, whose harness was caught on
a large tree branch. 

SPONSOR: SPECTRUM NEWS 1 ADULT GOOD SAMARITAN: 
 RYAN SUITOR
Susan Rosanski was driving down I-90 when
her 2 year old son Kasper suddenly had turned
blue and lost consciousness. She pulled over to
the side of the road, put on her hazards, and
lifted her son out the car, looking for help from
anywhere. Ryan Suitor’s attention was caught
by her car’s flashing lights and he saw she was
in distress. Suitor drove Kasper and his mother
to the nearest hospital, Mount St. Mary’s, and
Kasper was successfully treated.

SPONSOR: CALSPAN AND CAROLYN & JOHN
YURTCHUK

https://www.niagara-gazette.com/news/local_news/frantic-mother-finds-a-miracle-on-the-i-190/article_739af5f5-16a2-5c8a-99c4-b99e6ded54b5.html

