
Fundraising 
Planning Guide 

for Red Cross Clubs



What We Do

The American 
Red Cross prevents 

and alleviates human 
suffering in the face of 

emergencies by 
mobilizing the power 

of volunteers and 
the generosity of donors.
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Why Do We Fundraise?

An average of 91 cents out of 
every dollar goes to fulfilling the 
American Red Cross mission.



 

Respond to over 70,000 
disasters a year.



 

Recover from home 
disasters.



 

Provide shelters during 
natural disasters.



Our Work Impacts Lives Every Day 

60 seconds

63
people are assisted 
by the American 
Red Cross.

Every 390,000
times a day a child 
receives a measles 
vaccination from the 
Red Cross and
our partners. 

30,000
times a day a person 
receives lifesaving Red 
Cross health, safety and 
preparedness training.

380
times a day we 
provide 
emergency 
assistance to 
military members 
and their families. 

190
times a day Red Cross 
volunteers help a family 
affected by a house fire 
or disaster.



Getting Started
Steps to take:

•

 
Decide type of fundraiser.

•

 
Contact your local Red Cross 
Unit. 

•

 
Determine the best time to 
fundraise. 

•

 
Find the best location.

•

 
Spread the word! Promote the 
fundraiser. 



Top Fundraising Ideas
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•

 
Activity guide contains 

several fundraising 
ideas

•

 
Involve the community 

in a food truck or “Taste 
of Red Cross”

 fundraiser and more

•

 
Download from 

redcrossyouth.org



Online Fundraising  

Create an online fundraising 
page and have your friends 
and family support your 
cause through a safe and 
private site on the Internet!



Customizing the Fundraiser



 

When it comes to fundraising in 
your community, think about what 
will attract community members 
to donate. 

Sample Fundraising Ideas: 


 

Pie a teacher


 

Dance-a-thons


 

Bake sales

7



Tips and Things to Remember 



 

Utilize resources



 

Other agreements  



 

Fundraiser impact 



 

Thank you! 



The FUN in Fundraising 

Make the event as fun and 
interactive as you can!

 Contest
 Prizes
 Giveaways



Stay Connected with Your Chapter

It’s important and necessary to 
let your Red Cross chapter 
know before you start 
fundraising. 

Be sure to contact the 
Volunteer Manager or the Youth 
Coordinator.

10



Thank you and happy fundraising!  
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