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    Since our founding by Clara Barton on May 21, 1881, the American Red Cross has been dedicated to serving people in need. We received our first congressional charter in 1900 and to this day we are tasked by the federal government with providing services to members of the American armed forces and their families as well as providing disaster relief in the United States and around the world. In 2021, the Red Cross celebrated 140 years of compassionate service. Learn how we commemorated our anniversary. 

Even while the Red Cross adapts to meet the changing needs of the people we serve, we always stay true to those roots. Are you familiar with the classic images of Red Cross nurses helping American soldiers and civilian war victims during World War I? In fact, as you read this Red Cross staff and volunteers are still deploying alongside America’s military. Maybe you’ve taken a class through the Red Cross, such as first aid certification or how to swim. Did you know we’ve been offering similar training since the early 1900s? Have you ever given blood or received donated blood? The Red Cross developed the first nationwide civilian blood program in the 1940s and we still provide more than 40% of the blood products in this country.

Today, as throughout our long history, the Red Cross depends on generous contributions of time, blood, and money from the American public to support our lifesaving services and programs. We invite you to learn about our history and hope you will feel inspired to become more involved with the Red Cross.
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    Read timely insights into Red Cross history and explore our archives through our blog: Visit Red Cross Chat









                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    

  
  
  
    Experience Our History

    Learn about the American Red Cross, in person and online.

  

  







                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    


    
        Tour Red Cross Square

        Visit us in Washington, DC.
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    Free, guided tours of our National Headquarters at 430 17th Street, NW, Washington, DC are offered Wednesdays and Fridays at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. by reservation only. 

	Each tour is limited to 8 guests.
	Masks are not required on the tour, but they are encouraged.
	To request a tour, please submit your information.
	Tour requests are not guaranteed. Arrangements are only confirmed by reply from our tour team.


 

Tour Tips

	We recommend you schedule 2-3 weeks in advance.
	If you cannot schedule in advance, please email us to learn if there are any last-minute opportunities.
	The tour takes approximately 1 hour where you will learn the history of the organization while exploring Red Cross Square.
	You will see artifacts, artwork and special exhibits located inside and outside.
	Wear comfortable shoes as this is a walking tour.
	All areas of the tour are wheelchair and stroller accessible.
	No pets other than service dogs are allowed
	Red Cross Square is a working facility. Due to meetings, some tour stops may not be available for viewing. 
	For questions, call 202-303-4233. Reservations are not accepted over the phone.


 

Did you already take a tour? Please give us your feedback.
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        You don’t have to travel to view highlights of our collection.
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                The American Red Cross National Headquarters Building

Completed in 1917 and still functioning today as an office for Red Cross staff, the “Beaux Arts” style building is dedicated to “The Heroic Women of the Civil War.”
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                Busts of Faith, Charity, and Hope by Hiram Powers

Representing the concept of mercy, these marble busts entitled Faith, Charity, and Hope are original to the building and have been in the windows since 1917.
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                Bust of Jean Henry Dunant by Ernst Durig

This marble bust features Jean Henry Dunant, the Swiss businessman who started the Red Cross movement in 1863 in Geneva, Switzerland.
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                The Signing of the Treaty of Geneva by Charles Edouard Armand-Dumaresq

During this 1864 meeting, the Treaty of Geneva was signed and the Red Cross on a white background was chosen as the protective emblem. The Red Cross identified medical personnel and their facilities becoming the basis for the International Red Cross.
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                Portrait of Clara Barton by Mathilde M. Leisenring

Clarissa Harlowe Barton—teacher, government employee, and humanitarian—founded the American Red Cross in 1881. She led the organization for 23 years, retiring in 1904. Her legacy lives on reflected in the humanitarian sprit of Red Cross volunteers and staff.
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                Clara Barton’s Dress - Front and Back Views

This dress constructed of silk brocade was worn by Clara Barton throughout the 1860s. Clara would have used the dress for special occasions and speaking engagements. The dress was donated to the Red Cross by Ms. Susan H. Stafford, great, great, great niece of Clara Barton and funding for its conservation and exhibition was donated by Barbara Bovender.
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                The Clara Barton Display Case

Individual items belonging to Clara Barton over the years. Artifacts in the case include Barton’s field desk, diary from 1904, infant night shirt, and armband and medals from the Franco-Prussian war.
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                Clara Barton’s Sewing Kit

This sewing kit was used by Clara Barton in the aftermath of the Sea Islands’ Hurricane in 1893. Under Barton’s leadership the American Red Cross provided aid to 30,000 victims with donations of food, clothing, seeds, tools, and lumber to help rebuild homes.
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                Clinic for French Children by Cameron Burnside

This World War I era painting is set in France and depicts Red Cross doctors and nurses helping French mothers learn how to care for their babies many of whom were malnourished and suffering from disease after years of wartime deprivations.
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                Line of Communication Canteen by Cameron Burnside

This World War I era painting depicts Red Cross Canteen staff wearing their regulation chambray blue uniforms meeting a troop train and serving refreshments to the soldiers.
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                Tiffany Windows by Louis Comfort Tiffany

The stained glass windows by Louis Comfort Tiffany Studios were a gift from the “women of the north” and the “women of the south” as a symbol of unity and healing after the American Civil War. The windows depict the themes of sacrifice and aid to the wounded. They are thought to be the largest set of Tiffany windows still in a secular setting.

Learn more about the Tiffany Windows.
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                Jane Delano Memorial by Robert Tait McKenzie 

Located in the memorial garden, the Jane Delano Memorial is dedicated to the founder of the Red Cross Nursing Service and all Red Cross nurses. The sculpture honors the 296 nurses, including Delano, who gave their lives as the result of World War I.



            

        

    
        
            [image: ]
            
            
                
                    13 of 15

                

                The Red Cross Spirit by Felix de Weldon

Located in the memorial garden, The Red Cross Spirit depicts Red Cross workers helping a fallen soldier. The sculpture was commissioned by The American Red Cross Overseas Association (ARCOA) and honors all those that gave their lives in service to the Red Cross.
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                Motherland by Frederic Sogoyan

Located on the grounds of Red Cross Square (E Street/17th Street NW), Motherland features a woman protectively embracing her child. It was gifted, by the Armenian people in 1991, to the American Red Cross to commemorate Red Cross relief after the devastating 1988 Spitak earthquake.
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                Red Cross Emblem by Larry Kirkland

Located on the grounds of Red Cross Square (E Street/18th Street NW), Red Cross Emblem, created in 2003 is dedicated to volunteerism and the volunteer spirit of the Red Cross.



            

        

    




    









                    

                

            


            
        

    








    








                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    


    
        Embrace Your Creativity

        Both children and adults can enjoy these coloring pages that highlight moments in our history.
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                Public Health Nursing

Established in 1912, public health nursing provided first aid education and nursing care to underserved communities. In some rural communities, nurses traveled by horseback to reach remote locations.
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                Red Cross Magazine Cover 1917

During World War I, the American Red Cross provided civilian relief to the impacted populations of Europe and supported the U.S. military at home and abroad.
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                Red Cross Poster 1918

This 1918 American Red Cross poster, by Harrison Fisher, with the slogan I Summon You to Comradeship in the Red Cross is an iconic example of World War I era poster art. 
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                You Can Help Poster WW1

When the United States entered World War I, the American Red Cross launched a massive campaign for the home front to knit wool clothing articles for the armed forces in Europe.
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                Volunteer Service 1936

Volunteer Services uniforms with the hoover apron or paneled skirt mirrored the fashions of the period. Each volunteer service was assigned a color which was reflected in the detachable collar and cuffs.
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                Motor Corps 1936

Red Cross uniforms followed the styles of the period with a military-inspired topcoat, gored or paneled skirt for the dress and a cape for the Red Cross motor corps uniform.
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                Military Suits 1948

The 1948 Military and Naval Welfare suits are similar in style, except for the collar insignia and the fabric weight.
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                Top Coat 1948

Stylish 1948 Military and Naval Welfare service coats came with hats and in both topcoats or raincoats with liners.
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        Celebrate Our Special Events

        Learn about significant events for the Red Cross.
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                March is Red Cross Month

                
                
                Every March, we honor people like you who make the lifesaving mission of the American Red Cross possible — the individuals across the country who turn compassion into action, helping others in times of crisis.
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                Red Cross 140th Anniversary

                
                
                In the 140 years since Clara Barton founded the American Red Cross, people have come together in innovative ways to serve and provide hope during emergencies. 





                


    
    
        VISIT OUR RED CROSS ANNIVERSARY PAGE
    

    
    



                
            

        

    








    








                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    

  
  
  
    How We Grew

     Get to know some of the people and milestones that built the Red Cross. 
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    Our Founder, Clara Barton
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    Federal Charter
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    The Global Red Cross
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    Diverse Contributions
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    Young People
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    Red Cross Nursing
    



                
            

        

    









                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    

    Adapting to Meet the Nation's Needs

Explore our timeline to learn how our 5 service areas developed over more than a century.
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    Disaster Relief
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    Lifesaving Blood
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    Training & Certification
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    Military Families
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    International Services
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    Explore Our Timeline
    



                
            

        

    









                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    

	
		"The Red Cross…has often seemed to be the friendly hand of this nation, reaching across the sea to sustain its fighting men. "

		- Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Address to Congress, June 18, 1945

	









                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    

  
  
  
    Partnership with America's Military Members

     From the Spanish-American War to the recent conflicts in the Middle East, the Red Cross has served alongside America’s military personnel and cared for veterans and families back home. 
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    8 Million Volunteers at Home and Overseas

When the United States declared war on Germany, the American Red Cross was tasked with aiding American servicemen in Europe. In addition to mobilizing more than 20,000 nurses and building 54 hospitals overseas, the Red Cross provided a way for patriotic men, women and children back home to contribute to war relief. By the end of the war, nearly one-third of all Americans had donated in support of the Red Cross effort or were serving as volunteers.
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    A Red Cross nurse in a field hospital in France ensures her patient has clean bandages.



  

  







                

            

        

    
        
            






            
                
                    




    
    
    

    Supporting 16 Million Military Personnel

The Red Cross mobilized in support of the U.S. military, our Allies and civilian victims of World War II. We enrolled more than 104,000 nurses for military service, prepared 27 million packages for prisoners of war, shipped more than 300,000 tons of supplies, and collected 13.3 million pints of blood for the armed forces. In nearly every American family, someone was a Red Cross volunteer, donor or blood donor, or received Red Cross services.
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    The Red Cross collected millions of pints of blood for the armed forces.



  

  







                

            

        

    
        
            






            
                
                    




    
    
    

    126,000 Volunteers Every Month

During the Korean Conflict, Red Cross services grew. The blood program for the military was expanded. The emergency mobile recreation service served all United Nations forces. Red Cross provided emergency communications from family members and facilitated calls and letters home from wounded service members. Following the 1953 armistice, the American and Korean Red Cross societies ensured the transfer of nearly 90,000 prisoners of war.
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    Assistant Field Director “Pete” Murray carries comfort supplies in a hand grenade box.



  

  







                

            

        

    
        
            






            
                
                    




    
    
    

    Serving 280,000 Servicemen a Month

Between 1965 and 1972, American Red Cross field directors, hospital personnel and recreation workers (“Donut Dollies”) served on military bases and in military hospitals and hospital ships throughout Southeast Asia. The Red Cross provided recreation activities for service members while facilitating more than 2 million emergency communications between service members and their families.
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    A “Donut Dollie” offers coffee to soldiers taking a break from the fighting.
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    8 Million Volunteers at Home and Overseas

When the United States declared war on Germany, the American Red Cross was tasked with aiding American servicemen in Europe. In addition to mobilizing more than 20,000 nurses and building 54 hospitals overseas, the Red Cross provided a way for patriotic men, women and children back home to contribute to war relief. By the end of the war, nearly one-third of all Americans had donated in support of the Red Cross effort or were serving as volunteers.
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    A Red Cross nurse in a field hospital in France ensures her patient has clean bandages.
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    Supporting 16 Million Military Personnel

The Red Cross mobilized in support of the U.S. military, our Allies and civilian victims of World War II. We enrolled more than 104,000 nurses for military service, prepared 27 million packages for prisoners of war, shipped more than 300,000 tons of supplies, and collected 13.3 million pints of blood for the armed forces. In nearly every American family, someone was a Red Cross volunteer, donor or blood donor, or received Red Cross services.
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    The Red Cross collected millions of pints of blood for the armed forces.
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    126,000 Volunteers Every Month

During the Korean Conflict, Red Cross services grew. The blood program for the military was expanded. The emergency mobile recreation service served all United Nations forces. Red Cross provided emergency communications from family members and facilitated calls and letters home from wounded service members. Following the 1953 armistice, the American and Korean Red Cross societies ensured the transfer of nearly 90,000 prisoners of war.







    
    
    


    
    
        Download the Full Story
    

    
    







                

                
                    




    
    
    


  
    
      [image: korea image]
      
    
    Assistant Field Director “Pete” Murray carries comfort supplies in a hand grenade box.
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    Serving 280,000 Servicemen a Month

Between 1965 and 1972, American Red Cross field directors, hospital personnel and recreation workers (“Donut Dollies”) served on military bases and in military hospitals and hospital ships throughout Southeast Asia. The Red Cross provided recreation activities for service members while facilitating more than 2 million emergency communications between service members and their families.
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    A “Donut Dollie” offers coffee to soldiers taking a break from the fighting.



  

  







                

            

        

    








                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    




    
        
            
            
                
                
                
                
Request Information


For more information about our history, contact American Red Cross Historical Programs » 



                
                
            

        

    









                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    

  
  
  
    Join Our Mission

    Help support the Red Cross by making a financial donation, donating blood, and learning a lifesaving skill to keep your home and workplace safe.

  

  







                    

                

            


            
        

    







    
    
    

    
    
  



    



    
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        




    
    
    

    
    
  



    



    
    

    
       
           
               
           
           Donate Now

       

        
            Support all the urgent humanitarian needs of the American Red Cross.
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            $10 is the minimum online donation. 
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    https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html




    
        
            
           
               
           
                Give Blood Today

            

            
                Find a drive and schedule a blood donation appointment today.
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                            Please enter a valid 5 digit zip code

                        

                    

                

            

        

    






    











                    
                        




    
    
    

    
    
  



    



    
    

    
       
           
               
           
           Learn Lifesaving Skills

       

        
            Take a class and be ready to respond if an emergency strikes.




        


        
            


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Select a Class Type
Online Classes & Training
First Aid
CPR
AED
BLS/CPR for Healthcare
ALS/PALS
Babysitting & Child Care
Swimming + Water Safety
Lifeguarding
Instructor Training
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            Please select a class type
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